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I O O E Fadedvard
We glorify Allah and ask blessings and salutations of peace for the noble Prophet (Sallallaho alaih
wasallam) and his companions and those who follow him in upholding the cause of the right religion.

It was in the year 1353 A.H. that an eminent Shelo is my patron and for whom | have every respect,
enjoined me to compile a book containing stories of the companions.of the Holy Prophet (Sallallaho alaih
wasallam), with special reference to the Faith and Practices of the women and children d.hiséirmain

idea underlying this behest was that Muslim mothers, while going to bed at night, instead of telling myth:
and fables to their children, may narrate to them such real and true tales of the golden age of Islam that wot
create in them an Islamspirit of love and esteem for Sahabah, and thereby improve their 'Imaan’; and the
proposed book may, thus, be a useful substitute for the custeny books. It became essential for me to
comply with tlie desire of the Sheikh, for, besides being underal debt and obligation to him for his
immense beneficence, | consider the goodwill of such godly people to be the source of success in this wol
and the Hereafter. | knew my shortcomings and difficulties and, therefore, had been postponing the executit
of this work for four years, when in Safar 1357 A.H., it so happened that | was advised by the doctors t
suspend my regular duty of teaching for some time. | decided to utilize this period of rest for complying with
the longstanding desire of the Shaikwith the belief that even if my attempt did not Game up to his
expectation, it would anyhow be a pleasant engagement for me and one likely to bring me spiritual blessing
in addition.

il
It is an admitted fact that the stories of the godly ~

people deserve to be studied rather deeply, in order to r.. derive proper benefit from them. This is mor
important in case of Sahabah, who were chosen by Allah for the company of His beloved and our de:
Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam). Their stonietsonly serve as a beacon

of Faith and Practice but also cause Allah's blessings and mercy to descend on the readers. Junaid Baghc
(Rahmatullah alaih), a head of the Sufees, once said:

"Stories of the pious and godly are Allah's special devices, which encourage the hearts of those who strive
His Path;"

Somebody inquired of Junaid (Rahmatullah alaih) if he could cite something in support of his statement. H
replied: .

"Yes. Allahhas said in His Bock

"And all that we relate unto thee of the stories of the messengers is in order that thereby We may
make the heart firm. And herein hath come unto thee the Truth and an exhortation and a reminder
for believers." (XI: 120)

One cannblay too much stress on the point that whether these be the sayings of the Holy Prophet (Sallallar
alaihe wasallam) or the stories of other Gedring people, or the books on Islamic practices, or the epistles
and written discourses of the saints, itri® enough to go through them once only, but they have to be
studied over and over again in order to derive proper benefit from them. Abu Sulaiman Darani (Rahmatulla
alaih], a famous Saint, writes:
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"l attended a discourse by a Sheikh at his residénlcad some effect on me, but only till the time that | rose
from the meeting. | went to his audience for the second time to listen to his discourse, and this time the effe
remained with me till | reached my home. When | visited him for the third tineeeffect of his discourse
stayed with me even after reaching home. Then | broke the shackles that had kept me away from Allah, al
set out on His path to seek His pleasure.”

Such is the case with religious books. A cursory reading of these seldoutgsdtie desired effect, and a
frequent and thorough study thereof is therefore necessary.

For the convenience of the readers, and to interest them, | have divided this book into the following twelv
chapters together with an epilogue.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)

Chapter | Steadfstness in the face of hardships

Chapter Il Fear of Allah.

Chapter Il Abstinence and Contentment.

Chapter IV Piety and Scrupulousness.

Chapter V Devotion to Salaat.

Chapter VI Sympathy and Sedfcrifice and spending in the path of Allah.
Chapter VIIValour and Heroism.

Chapter VIl Zeal for knowledge.

Chapter IX Ready Compliance with the Prophet's Wishes.

10) Chapter X The Women's love of Faith and their Courage.
11) Chapter Xl The Children's Devotion to Islam.
12) Chapter Xl Love and Devotion for the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam).
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Chapter 1: Steadfastness in the face of hardships

It is really very hard for the Muslims of -tay to imagine, and much less to endure or even to attempt to
endure, the hardgés that were borne by the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) and his illustrious
companions in the path of Allah. Books of history are full of stories of their sufferings. It is a pity that we are
so indifferent to those events and our knowledge iso&w m this regard. | open this chapter with a story
about the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) himself to get the blessings of Allah, which are sure to atter
his auspicious mention. '

1. The Prophet's (Sallallaho alaihe Wasallam) Journey to Taif

For nine years, since his selection by Allah for His mission, the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) ha
been delivering the message of Allah in Mecca and making allL.;it efforts to guide and reform his
community. Excepting a few persons who had eithebraced Islam or who helped him though not
accepting his creed, all the rest in Mecca left no stone unturned in persecuting and deriding him and h
followers. His uncle Abu Talib was one of those goodhearted people who helped him, in spite of his no
entaing into the fold of Islam.

The following year, on the death of Abu Talib, the Qureysh got a free hand and therefore accelerated the
sinister pursuits without check and hindrance. At Tail, the second biggest town of Hijaz, there lived Bant
Thagqif, a ¢an strong in number. The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) left for Taif with the hope of
winning them over to Islam, thus giving quarter to Muslims from the persecution of the Qureysh, and alsc
establishing a base fathe future propagation of Islar®n reaching Taif he visited the three chieftains of the
clan separately, and placed before each of them the message of Allah, and called upon them to stand by
Prophet's (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) side. Instead of accepting his message, theyeveiugedisten to

him and. notwithstanding the proverbial Arab hospitality, each of them treated him most contemptuously an
rudely. Theyplainly told him that they did not like his stay in their town. The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe
wasallam) had expectedcivil, even a cordial treatment and due courtesy in speech from them, as they were
the heads of the clan. But one of them sneered:

"Hey, Allah has made you a Prophet!"

The other exclaimed with derision:

"Could Allah not lay His hand on anyone elbeside you to make him His Prophet?"
The third one gibed at him:

"l do not want to talk to you, for if you are in fact a Prophet, then to oppose you is to invite trouble, and if
you only pretend to be one, why should | talk with an impostor?"

The Rophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), who was a rock of steadfastness and perseverance, did not Ic
heart over this check from the chieftains, and tried to approach the common people; but nobody would liste
to him. Instead they asked him to clear off frtimeir own town and go wherever else he liked. When he
realised that further efforts were in vain, he decided to leave the town. But they would not let him depart i
peace, and set the street urchins after him to hiss. to hoot. to jeer at, and to sttieewasso much pelted

at with stones that his whole body was covered with blood, and his shoes were clogged to his feet. He left t
town in this woeful plight. When he was far out of the town, and safe from the rabble, he prayed to Allar
thus: '
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"0 my Allah! To Thee | complain of the feebleness of my strength. of my lack of resources and my
being unimportant in the eyes of people. 0, Most Merciful of all thoseapable of showing mercy! Thou
art the Lord of the weak, and Thou art my own Lord. To whan art Thou to entrust me; to an
unsympathetic foe who would sullenly frown at me, or to an alieto whom Thou hast given control
over my affairs? Not in the least do | care for anything except that | may have Thy protection for
myself. | seek shelter in Yourlight-the light which illuminates the Heavens and dispels all sorts of
darkness, and which controls all affairs in this world as well as in the Heafter. May it never be that |
should incur Thy wrath, or that Thou should be displeased with mel must remove the cause of Thy
displeasure till Thou art pleased. There is no strength nor power but through Thee."

The Heavens were moved by the prayer, and Jibrail (Alayhis salaam) appeared before the Prophet (Sallalls
alaihe wasallam), greeting him with Assiadu Alaikum and said:

"Allah knows all that has passed between you and these people. He has deputed an angel in charge of
mountains to be at your command.”

Saying this, Jibrail (Alayhis salam) ushered the angel before the Prophet (Sallallahavakaliam). The
angel greeted the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) and said:

"0, Prophet of Allah! | am at your service, If you wish, | can cause the mountains overlooking this town on
both sides to collide with each other, so that all the peopteitheould be crushed to death, or you may
suggest any other punishment for them."

The merciful and noble Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said:

"Even if these people do not accept Islam, | do hope from Allah that there will be persons from fzamong t
progeny who would worship Allah and serve His cause.”

Behold the conduct of our noble Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), whom we profess to follow! W~ ge
so much irritated over a little trouble or a mere abuse from somebody that we keep ramgtartd taking

our revenge throughout our lives in every possible manner. Does it become people who claim to follow th
magnanimou$rophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam)? Look, even after so much suffering at the hands of the
Taif mob, he neither curselsem nor does he work for any revenge, even when he has the full opportunity to
do so.

2. Martyrdom of Hadhrat Anas bin Nadhr (Radhiyallaho anho):

Hadhrat Anas bin Nadhr (Radhiyallaho anho) was one of the Sahabah who could not take part in th
campaignof Badr. He very much regretted to have missed the honour of participating in the first and the
most illustrious battle for Islam. He longed for a chance wherein he could make amends for Badr. He did nc
have to wait for long. The battle of Uhud came abodhe following year. He joined the army with the most
determined zeal. Despite heavy odds, the Muslims were gaining the upper hand, when some people mad
blunder and the Muslims had to suffer a reverse. The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallamjelaal Ipaxsd

of fifty archers to guard a pass in the rear against the enemy cavalry. They had definite instructions not
move from their position till further orders from him. But when they saw the Muslims gaining victory and
the enemy in full flight, theyeft their position in the belief that the battle was over and it was time to join in
the pursuit and get on to the booty. The leader of the band tried his utmost to check them by reminding the
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of the Prophet's (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) command diuitesth them to stay on, but no more than ten
persons would listen to him, arguing that the orders given by the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) we
only for the duration of the actual fight. The enemy cavalry then noticed the unguarded passam thade

a flank movement, forced a passage through it, and fell right on the rear of the Muslims, who were pre
occupied with the booty. It was in this state of affairs that Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallaho anho) saw Hadhre
Sa'ad bin Ma'az (Radhiyallaho anhapping in front of him. He shouted to him:

"0. Sa'ad! where are you going? By Allah! | smell the fragrance of Paradise coming from Mount Uhud."

Saying this, he threw himself into the very thick of the enemy, and fought tooth and nalil till he met his
martyrdom.

After the battle, it was found that his body had been mauled and mutilated to such an extent that only h
sister could identify him, and that barely from the finger tips. No less than eighty wounds of arrows and
swords were counted on his lyod

Those who strive in the path of Allah with sincerity and devotion taste the pleasures of Paradise even in th
world, and so did Anas (Radhiyallaho anho) smell the fragrance of Paradise.

3. The Truce of Hudeybiah and Story of Hadhrat Abu Jandal and Hadhrat Abu Basir
(Radhiyallaho anhuma)

In the 6th year of Hijrah, the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) along with his companions left for Mecce
to perform Umrah. The Qureysh heard of the news and decided to resist his entry into Mecca even as
pilgrim, and so he had to encamp at Hudeybiah. The devoted Sahabah, 1400 in number, were howe\
determined to enter, even if it involved an open fight; but the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) viewet
the matter differently and in spite of the Sahabah'sreags to fight, entered into a treaty with the Qureysh,
accepting their conditions in full.

This onesided and seemingly ungraceful truce was a very bitter pill for the Sahabah to swallow, but their
devotion to the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallarayld not allow them to demur, and even the most
valiant man like Hadhrat Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) could not but submit to his decision. According to one
of the articles of the treaty, converts to Islam during the period of the truce were to be returrdsbuhe
deserters from Muslims to Qureysh.

Hadhrat Abu Jandal (Radhiyallaho anho) a Muslim in Mecca, was suffering great persecution at the hands
Qureysh. They kept him constantly in chains. On hearing about the arrival of the Prophet (Sallaiteho
wasallam) in Hudeybiah, he escaped somehow and managed to reach the Muslim camp at a time when
truce was about to be signed. His father, Suhail (till then aMslim) was the envoy of Qureysh in the
negotiations forhe truce. He smote HadhrAbu Jandal (Radhiyallaho anho) on his face and insisted on
taking him back to Mecca. The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) represented that, since the truce had
till then been written, its application in Abu landals case was premature. Suhaienpweuld not listen to

any argument and was not inclined to leavesoiss with the Muslims even at the personal request of the
Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), and would have forgone the truceAdtedandal (Radhiyallaho
anho) counting his hastlips remonstrated at the top of his voice but much to the grief of the Sahaba, the
Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) agreed to his return. He however enjoined on him patience, saying:

Do not be distressed, Hadhrat Abu Jandal (Radhiyallaho anho);wlladoon open a way for you.
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After the truce was signed and the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) had returned to Madinah, anoth
Makkan Muslim Hazrat Abu Baseer (RA) escaped to Madinah and besought the Prophet (Sallallaho alail
was al | a mijord Ehe Propbet (Salldllaho alaihe wasallam) refused to accept his implorations and in
deference to the truce condition, handed him over to the two persons who had been deputed by the Quraisi
claim him. He however advised him to be patient just asadealdvised Hadhrat Abu Jandal (Radhiyallaho
anho) and to hope for the help of Allah. When Hazrat Abu Baseer (RA) and his escort were on their wa
back to Maakkah, Hazrat Abu Baseer (RA) said to one of them,

AYour sword is extremely fineo
The man was fléered and took it out of the sheath and said,
AYes it is really fine. Il have tried it on so ma

Most foolishly he made the sword over to Hazrat
and killed him. Tle other man took to his heels and reached Madinah to report to Prophet (Sallallaho alaiht
wasallam). In the meantime Hazrat Abu Baseer (RA) also arrived and said to the Prophet (Sallallaho alait
wasallam),

RO Prophet of Al |l ah )(y&eaohck etruhea m® and dbsolived goursel of thé trueem
obligations. | had no obligations to fulfil and | managed to escape through my trick as | was afraid of theil
forcing me to forsake my faitho

Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) remarked,
AYocareawamonger , |l wish you could be hel pedo

Hazrat Abu Baseer (RA) came to understand from this that he would be returned to Quraish when the
demanded him. He therefore left Madinah and fled to a place in the desert on the seashore. Hadhrat A
Jandal(Radhiyallaho anho) also managed to escape and joined him there. More Muslims from Makkat
followed and in a few days quite a number of fugitives had gathered in the wilderness. They had to underc
untold sufferings in the Desert as there was no habitatioregetation. They however bound by no treaty
proved to be nuisance for Quraish dealing blows after blows on their caravans passing by. This compelled t
Quraish to beseech the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) to call the fugitives back to Madihah, s
they may be bond by the same terms of the treaty. It is said that Hazrat Abu Baseer (RA) was on-his deat
bed when the letter of Prophet of Allah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) reached him and died holding the
Prophet (Sall al | ateranhishaadi he wasall am)ds | e

No power on earth can make a person forsake his faith, provided it is true faith. Moreover Allah had givel
assurance to help those who are true Muslims.

4. Hadhrat Bilal (Radhiyallaho anho) and his sufferings

Hadhrat Bilal(Radhiyallaho anho) is one of the best known amongst the galazy of Sahaba as the Moazzin ¢
Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam)dés Masjid.
conversion to Islam was naturally not liked by his masé@d he was therefore persecuted mercilessly.

Ummayah bin Khalaf who was the worst enemy of Islam would make him lie down on burning sandat
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midday and would place a heavystone on his breast, so that he could not even move a limb. He would th
say to him

fiRenounce | sl am or swelter and dieo
Under these afflictions Bilal (Radhiyallaho anho) would exclaim,
ifAhad! The one Al 1l ah! Ahad! The one AlIl ah! o

He was whipped at night and with the cuts thus received. made to lie on the burning ground ddagddhe
make him either forsake Islam or to die a lingering death from wounds. The torturers would get tired and tak
turns (Abu [ahl, Umayyah and others) and vie with one another in afflicting more and more painful
punishment. but Hadhrat Bilal (Radhiyallo anho) would not yield. At last Abu Bakr (Radhiyallaho anho)
bought his freedom, and he became a free Muslim.

As Islam taught implicitly the oneness of the Almighty Creator. ,while the idolaters of Mecca believed in
many gods and goddesses with migodlings, therefore Bilal (Radhiyallaho anho) repeated:

"Ahad (The One). Ahad (The One)."

This shows his love and devotion to Allah. Allah was so dear to him that no amount of persecution coul
distract him from reciting His Holy name. It is said ttia urchins of Mecca would drag him in the streets,
with his words "Ahadl|, Ahad!" ringing in their wake.

Look how Allah rewarded his steadfastness! He was to have the honour of becoming the Prophet's moazz
He was always to remain with him at home amoad to call out the Azaan for his Salaat. After the
Prophet's death it became drgrd for him to continue his stay in Madinah where he would miss him at
every step and in every corner. He therefore left Madinah, and decided to pass the resteo$thignid in

the path of Allah. Once he beheld the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) in his dream saying to him:

"0, Bilal! How is it that you never visit me."

No sooner did 'he get up than he set out for Madinah. On reaching there. Hadhratndadadraat Husain
(Radhiyallaho anhuma) (The Prophet's (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) grandsons) requested him to call out t
Azaan. He could not refuse them, for they were very dear to him. But as soon as the Azaan was called. t
people of Madinah criedpenly out of their anguish at the memory of the happyoid days of the Prophet's

(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) time. Even the women came out of their houses weeping. Hadhrat Bile
(Radhiyallaho anho) left Madinah again after a few days and died in Damag€ué.if.

5. Hadhrat Abuzar Ghifari's (Radhiyallaho anho) Conversion to Islam:

Hadhrat Abuzar Ghifari (Radhiyallaho anho) is very famous among the Sahabah for his piety and knowledg
Hadhrat Ali (Radhiyallaho anho) used to say:

"Abuzar is the custodian of such knowledge as other oeople are incapable of acquiring.”
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When he first got news of the Prophet's (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) mission, he deputed his brother to go
Mecca and make investigations regarding 'the person'cldimed to be the recipient of Divine revelation.

His brother returned after necessary enquiries, and informed him that he found Muhammad (Sallallaho alail
wasallam) to be a man of good habits and excellent conduct, and that his wonderful revelagarestiver
poetry nor soottsayings. This report did not satisfy him, and he decided to set out for Mecca and find out the
facts for himself. On reaching Mecca, he went straight to the Haram. He did not know the Prophet (Sallallah
alaihe wasallam) and heddnot consider it advisable (under the circumstances prevailing at that time) to
enquire about him from anybody. When it became dark, Hadhrat Ali (Radhiyallaho anho) noticed him anc
seeing in him a stranger, could not ignore him, as hospitality and aratkef travellers, the poor and the
strangers, were the Sahabah's second nature. He, therefore, took him to his place. He did not ask him ak
the purpose of his visit to Mecca, nor did Abuzar (Radhiyallaho anho) himself disclose it. Next day, he agail
went to the Haram and stayed there till nightfall without being able to learn who the Prophet (Sallallahc
alaihe wasallam) was. In fact everybody knew that the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) and hi
companions were being persecuted in Mecca, and Al{Raathiyallahoanho) might have had misgivings
about the result of his quest for the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam). Hadhrat Ali (Radhiyallaho anhc
again took him home for the night, but again did not have any talk with him about the purposef tus v

the city. On the third night, however, after Hadhrat Ali (Radhiyallaho anho) had entertained him as on the
two previous nights, he asked him:

"Brother, what brings you to this town?"

Before replyingHadhrat Abuzar (Radhiyallaho anho) toak undertaking from Hadhrat Ali (Radhiyallaho
anho) that he would speak the truth, and then he enquired from him about Muhammad (Sallallaho alaif
wasallarn). Hadhrat Ali (Radhiyallaho anho) replied:

"He is verily the Prophet of Allah. You accompany ramorrow and | shall take you to him. But you have

to be very careful, lest people come to know of your association with me, and you get into trouble. When o
our way | apprehend some trouble, | shall get aside pretending some necessity or adjustingspgndhoe
you will proceed ahead without stopping so that the people may not connect us."

The next day, he followed Hadhrat Ali (Radhiyallaho anho), who took him before the Prophet (Sallallaho
alaihe wasallam). In the very first meeting, he embraced Isldé®.Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam),
fearing that the Qureysh might harm him, enjoined upon him not to make an open declaration of his Islan
and bade him to go back to his clan and return when Muslims had gained the upper hand. Hadhrat Abuz
(Radhiyallaho anho) replied:

"0, Prophet of Allah! By Him who is the master of my soul, | must go and recite the Kalimah in the midst of
these unbelievers."

True to his word, he went straight to the Haram and, right in the midst. of the crowd and at tlo¢ fpgch
voice, recited Shahadah viz:

"l bear witness that there is no god save Allah, and | bear witness that Muhgi@ailatlaho alaihe
wasallam)s the Prophet of Allah."

People fell upon him from all sides, and would have beaten him to deathaEAthe Prophet's uncle, who
had not till then embraced Islam) had not shielded him and saved him from death. Abbas said to the mob:
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"Do you know who he is? He belongs to the @&miclan, who live on the way of our caravans to Syria. If he
is killed. trey will waylay us and we shall not be able to trade with that country."

This appealed to their prudence and they left him alone.

The next day Hadhrat Abuzar (Radhiyallaho anho) repeated his perilous confession of Imaan and would ha
surely been beaten to death by the crowd. had not Abbas intervened once again and saved him for the sec
time.

The action of Hadhrat Abuzar (Radhilho anho) was due to his extraordinary zeal for proclaiming
Kalimah among the disbelievers. and the prohibition by the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) was due
the soft corner in his heart for Hadhrat Abuzar (Radhiyallaho anhoj.lest he be hardships that might
prove too much for him. There is not the least shadow of disobedience in this episode. Since the Propt
(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) himself was undergoing all sorts of hardships in spreading the message of Isla
Abuzar (Radhiyallah@nho) also thought it fit to follow his example rather than to avail of his permission to
avoid danger. It was this spirit of Sahabah that took them to the heights of material and spiritual progres
When a person once recited the Kalimah and enteretbldhef Islam. no power on earth could turn him
back and no oppression or tyranny could stop him from Tabligh.

6. The Afflictions of Hadhrat Khabbab bin Alarat (Radhiyallaho anho):

Hadhrat Khabbab (Radhiyallaho anho) is also one of those blessedspensoroffered themselves for
sacrifice and suffering for the cause of Allah. He was the sixth or seventh person to embrace Islam an
therefore. he suffered long. He was made to put on steel armour and lie in the sun to sweat and swelter. Ve
often he wasnade to lie flat on burning sand. which caused the flesh on his back to waste away. He was th
slave of a woman. When she came to know that he was visiting the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallarn). s
used to brand his head with a hot iron rod. Hadlatar (Radhiyallaho anho) during his caliphate once
inquired of him about the details of his sufferings after embracing Islam. He showed him his back. seein
which Hadhrat 'Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) remarked. "I have never seen such a back before."" "Ny said.
body was dragged over heaps of smouldering charcoal, and the blood and fat coming out of mydagck put
the fire." It is said thatvhen Islam spread and the Muslims conquered all the surrounding territory. he used to
weep and say:

"Allah seems to & compensating us in this world for all our sufferings, and perhaps nothing would be left for
us as reward in the Hereafter."

Hadhrat Khabbab (Radhiyallaho anho) narrates:
"The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) once performed an unusually l@aj vakile leading a Salaat.
When the Sahabah mentioned it to him, he said, "This was a Salaat of yearning and humility. | asked thre

boons from Allah. | besought Him:

‘0, Allah! Let not my Ummat perish by famine; let not my Ummat be annihilated byemyegaining an
upper hand on them; and let not my Ummat fight among themselves.'

Allah granted the first two prayers, but not the third one. "

Hadhrat Khabbab (Radhiyallaho anho) died in 37 A.H.
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He was the first of the Sahabah to be buried at Kodfallhrat Ali (Radhiyallaho anho) once passing his
grave said:

"May Allah bless and show mercy on Hadhrat Khabbab (Radhiyallaho anho). He embraced Islam willingly.
He emigrated with great pleasure in Allah's path, and spent his whole life in strivisgféerthg for Islam.
Blessed is the person who is mindful of the Day of Judgement, prepares for his reckoning. remains content
with very little of this world, and is able to please his Lord."

To be able to please Allah, was really, the Sahabah's greateievement, for this was the sole purpose of
their life.

7. Hadhrat Ammaar (Radhiyallaho anho) and His Parents:

Hadhrat Ammaar (Radhiyallaho anho) and his parents were also subjected to the severest afflictions. Th
were tormented on the scorching sands of Mecca. The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) while passing
them would enjoin patience giving them gladirigs about paradise. Arnrnaar's father Yasir (Radhiyallaho
anho) died after prolonged sufferings at the hands of persecutors, and his mother Sumayya (Radhiyalla
anha) was killed by Abu

. lahl, who put his spear through the most private part of hay,bmausing her death. She had refused to
renounce Islam in the face of terrible torture in her old age. The bliessedas the first to meet martyrdom
in the cause of Islam. The first mosque in Islam was built by Ammaar (Radhiyallaho anho).

When theProphet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) emigrated to Madinah, Ammaar (Radhiyallaho anho) offerec
to build a structure for him where he could sit, take rest in the afternoon, and say his Salaat under its roof. t
first collected the stones and then built thespid in Quba. He fought against the enemies of Islam with great
zeal and courage. Once he was fighting in a battle when he said rejoicingly:

"I am to meet my friends very soon, | am to meet Muhammad (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) and his
companions.”

He then asked for water. He was offered some milk. He took it and said:

"l heard the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) saying to me, "Milk shall be the last drink of your worldly
life. "

He then fought till he met his coveted end. He was then aged minetyfour.

8. Hadhrat Sohaib's (Radhiyallaho anho) coming into Isl am:

Hadhrat Sohaib and Hadhrat Ammaar (Radhiyallaho anhuma) became Muslims at the same time. Tl
Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) was staying at ArgéRashiyallaho anho) plae when they both
came separately with the same intention of embracing Islam and met each other at the door of the hou:
Sohaib (Radhiyallaho anho) also suffered very much at the hands of his persecutors, like other poor Muslin
of that time. At last heetided to emigrate to Madinah. The Qureysh would not tolerate this and, soon after
his departure, a party went in pursuit to bring him back to Mecca. As the party drew near, he shouted 1
them:
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"You know that | am a better archer than all of you. So lasd have a single arrow left with me, you will

not be able to approach me and, when | finish all my arrows, | shall fight you with my sword, as long as it i
in my hand. If you like you can get my money which | have left in Mecca and my two women Bidias,

of me."

And they agreed. He told them the whereabouts of his money, and they allowed him to proceed to Madina
At this, Allah revealed the following verse of the Qur'an to the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam):

"And of mankind is he who wdd sell himself, seeking the pleasure of Allah, and Allah has compassion on
His bondsmen."

The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) was at that time at Quba. When he saw Hadhrat Soha
(Radhiyallaho anho) coming, he remarked:

"A good bargain, Sohaib!"

Sohaib (Radhiyallaho anho) narrates:

"The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) was eating dates at that time. | also joined him in eating. One ¢
my eyes was sore." He said, "Sohaib! you are taking dates when your eye is sore." '‘But | am taking them |
the side of the other eye, which is rsare, 0, Prophet of Allah,' | replied. The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe

wasallam) was much amused with my retort."

Hadhrat Sohaib (Radhiyallaho anho) was very generous and he spent his money on others most lavish
'‘Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) once told hihat he was rather extravagant. He replied:

"But | spend only where it is right."

When Hadhrat 'Urnar (Radhiyallaho anho) was about to die, he expressed the wish that his funeral service
led by Hadhrat Sohaib (Radhiyallaho anho).

9. Hadhrat 'Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) coming into Islam.

Hadhrat 'Umar (Radhiyallaho anho}, of whom all the Muslims are justly proud. and the disbelievers still
dread, was most adamant in opposing the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) and very prominent

persecutinghe Muslims before he embraced Islam. One day. the Qureysh in a meeting called for somebod
to volunteer himself for the assassination of the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihelamsdUmar (Radhiyallaho

anlo) offered himself for thigob, at which everybodgxclaimed:

"Surely, you can do it, 'Umar!"

With sword hanging from his neck, he set out straight away on his sinister errand. On his way he met Sa'
bin Abi Waqqgas of the Zuhrah clan. Sa'ad inquired:

"Whither! 'Urnar?"

‘Urnar: "l am after finismg Muhamrnad."
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Sa'ad: "But do not you see that Banu Hashim, Banu Zuhrah and Banu Abde Munaf are likely to kill you ir
retaliation?"

‘Umar (upset at the warning):
"It seems.that you also have renounced the religion of your forefathers. Let me settle with you first.”

So saying, Umar drew out his sword. Sa'ad announcing his Islam, also took out his sword. They were abao
to start a duel when Sa'ad said:

"You had letter first set your own house in order. Your sister and bratklew both have accepted Islam.”

Hearing this, Umar flew into a towering rage and turned his steps towards his sister's house. The door of t
house was bolted from inside and both huskamdiwife were receiving lessons in the Qur'an from Hadhrat
Khabbab (Radhiyallaho anho). 'Umar knocked at the door and shouted for his sister to open it. Hadhr
Khabbab (Radhiyallaho anho) hearing the voice of 'Umar, hid himself in some inner roontinfgrtgetake

the manuscript pages of the Holy Qur'an with him. When the sister opened the door, 'Umar hit her on th
head, saying:

"0, enemy of yourself. You too have renounced your religion. "

Her head began to bleed. He then went inside and inqui¢dat were you doing? And who was the
stranger 1 heard from outside?" His brotiretaw replied, "We were talking to each other.” 'Umar said to
him, "Have you also forsaken the creed of your forefathers and gone over to the new religion?" The brothe
in-law replied, "But what if the new religion be the better and the true one'?" 'Um&tgats of the
Sahaabah

beside himself with rage and fell on him, pulling his beard and beating him most savagely. When the siste
intervened, he smote her so violgrdan her face that it bled most profusely. She was, after all, 'Umar’s sister;
she burst out:

"“Umar! we are beaten only because we have become Muslims. Listen! we are determined to die as Muslin
You are free to do whatever you like."

When 'Urnar hd cooled down and felt a bit ashamed over his sister's bleeding, his eyes fell on the pages ¢
the Qur'an left behind by Hadhrat Khabbab (Radhiyallaho anho). He said, "Alright show me, what are
these?" "No," said the sister. "you are unclean and no unpéraon can touch the Scri pture." He insisted,
but the sister was not prepared to allow him to touch the leaves unless he washed his body. 'Urnar at last g
in. He washed his body and then began to read the leaves. It was Surah "Taha". He started from t
beginning of the Surah, and he! was a changed man altogether when he came to the verse:

"L o' I, indeed | am Allah. There is none worthy of worship save Me. So serve me and establish Salaat
for My remembrance."

He said: "Alright, take me to Muhammé8allallaho alaihe wasallam)."

On hearing this, Hadhrat Khabbab (Radhiyallaho anho) came out from-arsidsaid:

http://www.central -mosgque.com/ Pagel8of 177



http://www.central-mosque.com/

"0 'Umar! Glad tidings for you. Yesterday (on Thursday night} the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam)
prayed to Allah, '0, Allah strenggn Islam with either '‘Umar or Abu lahl, whomsoever Thoir likest'. It seems
that his prayer has been answered in your favour."

‘Umar then went to the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) and embraced Islam on Friday morning. 'Umat
Islam was a terriblélow to the morale of the unbelievers, but still the Muslims were few in number and the
whole country was against them. Thisketlievers intensified, theefforts for the complete annihilation of
Muslims and the extinction of Islam. With 'Umar (Radhiylatiaanho) on their side, the Muslims now started
saying their Salaat in the Haram. Abdullah bin Mas'ood (Radhiyallaho anho) says:

‘Umar's Islam was a big triumph, his emigration to Madinah a tremendous reinforcement, and his accessic
to the Caliphate a great blessing for the Muslims."

10. The Flight to Abyssinia and Ostracism in the Gorge of Ibn -Abi Talib:

The hardships and sefings borne by the Muslims were ever on the increase. The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe
wasallam) at last permitted them to emigrate to some other place. Abyssinia at that time was ruled by
Christian King (who later on embraced Islam), famous for his mamndyequity. In Rajab of the fifth year of

the Mission, the .first group emigrated to Abyssinia. The group comprised about twelve men and five
women. The Qureysh pursued them to the port to capture them, but their vessels had left the shore. When
group reached Abyssinia, they heard the rumour that the whole tribe of the Qureysh had accepted Islar
They were naturally very much pleased at the new~ and returned to their country. On approaching Mecc
they learnt that the rumour was false and the persgsuten; going on unabated. Some of them decided to
return to Abyssinia and the rest entered Mecca, seeking the protection of a few influential people. This |
known as the first migration to Abyssinia. Later on, a bigger group of eightythree men aeereybimen
emigrated to Abyssinia (separately). This is called the second emigration to that country. Some Sahabah to
part in both the migrations. The Qureysh did not like the emigrations, and the thought of peace enjoyed
the fugitives gave them no teFhey sent a delegation to Abyssinia with handsome presents for the king, his
courtiers and the clergy. The delegation first met the chiefs and the priests arid, by offering them present
succeeded in winning the court officials to their side. Having tinade their way to the royal court, they
prostrated themselves before the king and then presenting the gifts put their case before him. They said:

"0, king! A few foolish lads of our community have renounced their ancestral faith, and have joined an
absolutely new religion, which is opposed to' our as well as your religions. They have come and "settled il
your country. The nobility of Mecca, their own parergad kith and kin have sent us to take them back to
their country. We beseech you to make tremr to us."

The king replied:

"We cannot make over the people who have sought our shelter, without proper investigation. Let us call the
to our presence, and hear them out. If your charge of apostasy against them is genuine. we shall make th
overto you." .

The king thereupon summoned the Muslims to his court. They were at first greatly distressed and did ne
know what to do. but Allah gave them courage. and they decided to go and place the true facts before t
king. On appearing before him. thgreeted him with 'Salaam'. Someone from the courtiers objected that
they had not prostrated before the king according to the rules of the land. They explained:
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"Our Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) has forbidden us from prostrating before amyepteAdah.”

The king then asked them to submit what defence they could make to the charges brought against them. [a
(Radhiyallaho anho) rose and addressed the king thus:

"0, king! we were an ignorant people. We neither knew Allah nor His Proph®tdNe worshipped stones.

We used to eat carrion and commit all sorts of undesirable and disgraceful acts. We did not make good o
obligations to our relatives. The strong among us would thrive.at the expense of the weak. Till at last, Allal
raised a Prphet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) for our reformation. His noble descemighipconduct,
integrity of purpose, and pure life are only too well known amongst us. He called upon us to worship Allah
and exhorted us to give up idolatry and stoneworshipemjeined upon us right conduct, and forbade us
from indecency. He taught us to tell the truth, to make good our trust, to have regard for our kith and kin, an
to do good to our neighbours. From him we learnt to observe Salaat. Fasting. Zakaat anchdwoct aod

to shun everything foul, and to avoid bloodshed. He forbade adultery, lewdness telling of lies.
misappropriating the orphan's heritage, bringing false accusations against others, and all other indecent thir
of that sort. He taught us the Qur;'éhe wonCh. I: Steadfastness in the Face of Hardships 33

derful book of Allah. So we believed in him, followed him and acted up to his teachings. Thereupon our
people began to persecute us, and to subject us to tortures, thinking that we miglduwaidpitie and revert

to idolatry. When, however, their cruelties exceeded all bounds, we took shelter in your country by the
permission of our Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallarn]."

The king said:

"Let us hear something of the Qur'an that your Proff&lallaho alaihe wasallam) has taught you."

Hadhrat [a'far (Radhiyallaho anho) recited a few verses from the beginning of Surah "Maryam", which
touched the hearts of the king and the priestly class so much that tears flowed down their cheekedand wet

their beards. The king remarked:

"By Allah, these words and the words revealed to Moosa (‘Alayhis Salam) are the rays of one and the sar
light,"

and he told the Qureysh embassy that he would by no means hand over the refugees to them. Th
disappointed and disgraced, they held a counsel. One of them said:

"l have hit upon a plan that is sure to draw the king's wrath upon their heads."

Althoughthe others did not agree to such a drastic step (for after all they were their own flesh and blood), ye
he would not listen. The next day. they excited the king by telling him that those heretics denounced 'ls
(‘AlayhisSalaml and did not believe in Hsvinity. The Muslims were again summoned to the court. They
were much more distressed this time. When the king inquired about their belief in '{sa (‘Alayhis Salam). the
said:

"We believe in what Allah has revealed about him to our Prophet (Sallallaihe avasallam), Le. he is a
servant and Prophet of Allah, and is His word, which He conveyed to the virgin and pure Maryam."

Negus said: "Tsa (‘Alayhis Salam) himself does$ say anything beyond that."
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The priests then began to murmur in protest, that king would not listen to them. He returned to the
delegation theresents they had brought for him, and said to the Muslims:

"Go and live in peace. If anybody-illeats you. he will have to pay heavily for it."

A royal declaration was also issu# that effect. This enhanced the prestige of the Muslims in the country.
and the Qureysh delegation had to return crestfallen.

This failure of the Qureysh embassy to Abyssinia. and the triumph of Muslims over them. led to an increas
in the exasperain of the idolaters; the conversion of '‘Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) to Islam added fuel to fire.
They grew more and more embittered. till things came to such a pass that a large number of the Qurey
chiefs conspired to kill Muhammad (Sallallaho alaihe wasa)loutright and deal summarily with the whole
affair. But this was not so easy. Banu Hashim to which clan the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam
belonged. were strong in number and still stronger in influence. Although all of them were not Muslims, ye
even the noiMuslims among them would not agree to. or tolerate the murder of the Prophet (Sallallaho
alaihe wasallam). The Qureysh, therefore. decided to place a social ban on the Banu Hashim, and their chi
drew up a document to the effect that nonéhefm or their clans would associate with. buy from or sell to
those who sided with the Banu Hashim, unless and until they surrendered Muhammad (Sallallaho alait
wasallam) for the death penalty. All of them signed this document on 1st Moharram of 7tf year
Mission, and the scroll was hung up in the Ka'abah in order to give it full sanctity. Then. for three long years
the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) was shut up with all his kinsfolk in the glen. which was a sub
section of one of the gorgdsat run down to Mecca. For three long years, nobody could see them nor could
they see anybody. They could not purchase anything in Mecca nor from any trader coming from outside.
any person was found outside this natural prison. he was beaten mereaites#iyne asked for anything it

was flatly refused. Soon their stock of food was exhausted and they were reduced to famine rations. The
women and. more specially. the children and suckling babies would cry with hunger, and this was harder c
them thanteir own starvation. During the last part of this period. their sole subsistence was the little food
that the husbands of Hashimite women married into other clans managed to smuggle giea ihethe
darkness of night.

At last by the Grace of Allahafter three years the scroll was eaten up by white ants and the ban was
removed. The severity of the afflictions, which they bore during this period of ostracism. cannot be imaginec
But the Sahabah not only remained steadfast in their faith, but alsbusspin spreading the light of Islam
amongst their comrades in distress.

Look! How .rnuch the Sahabah have suffered in the path of Allah and for the cause of Islam. We claim t
follow their footsteps. and dream of the material progress and spiritwvatiete which was theirs. but how
much have we suffered in the true cause? what sacrifice have we offered for the sake of Allah in His patt
Success is always proportionate to the sacrifice. We wish to live in luxury' and comfort. and are too eager 1
race shoulder to shoulder with the ndtuslims in enjoying the good things of this world. forgetting the
Hereafter. and then at the same time we expect to receive the same help from Allah which the Sahab
received in their time. We cannot beguile anybody bus@ves by working like this. As the Poet has said.

‘I am afraid, O wayfarer. that you will not reach the Ka'aba because the path that you are following goes (|
the opposite direction) to Turkistan.-
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Chapter 2: Fear of Allah

Coupled with the remarkable spirit of sacrifice, the Sahabah had genuine andatedpfear of Allah in
their hearts. | wish today's Muslims could have an iota of that fear of. Allah. Here are a few stories about thi
aspect of their lives.

1. The Prophet's (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) Apprehensions at the time of a storm.

Hadhrat Aishah (Radhiyallaho anha) relates that whenever a strong wind bringing dense clouds starte
blowing, the Prophet's (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) face turned pale witathef fAllah. He became restive
and would go in and out with perturbation, and would recite the following prayer:

"0, my Allah! I ask of Thee the good out of this wind, the good out of that which is in this wind, and the good
out of that which is the oabme of this wind. | seek refuge in Thee from the evil of this wind, from the euvil
out of that which is in this wind, and from the evil out of that which is the outcome of this wind."

She says:

"And further when it began to rain, signs of delight appeéaon his face. | said to him once, '0, Prophet of
Allah when clouds appear everybody is happy as they foretell rain, but why is it that | see you so mucl
perturbed at that time?' He replied, '0, 'Aishah! How can | feel secure that this wind doesamut pdah's
wrath? The people of A'ad were punished with the wind. They were happy when they beheld the gatherir
dense clouds. believing that they brought rain; but actually those clouds brought no rain but utter destructic
to 'A'ad.”

The Prophet (Salllaho alaihe wasallam) was, obviously, . referring to the following verses of the Qur'an:

"Then, when they (A'ad) beheld a dense cloud coming toward their valleys, they said: "Here is a cloud
bringing us rain." Nay, but it is that very calamity which you did seek to hasten, a wind wherein is

grievous penalty, destroying all things by commandment of its Lord. And morning found them so that

naught could be seen, save their dwellings. Thus we treat the guilty folk." . (XLVI: 24 & 25)

Look at the fear of Aah in the heart of a person who is the best of all creation (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam).
In spite of a clear verse in the Qur'an that Allah would not punish the people so long as the Prophe
(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) was with them-@iir'an VIII: 33, he has so much fear of Allah in him that a
strong wind reminds him of the punishment awarded to the people in the past. Now let us peep into our ow
hearts for a moment. Although we are fully saturated with sins, yet none of the unusual phenomena vi
earthquake, lightning, etc., arouses the least fear of Allah in our hearts and, instead of resorting to Istighfa
or Salaat at such times, we only indulge in absurd investigations.

2. What Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallaho anho) used to do when a storm approach ed:
Hadhrat Nadhbin-Abdullah relates:

"One day while Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallaho anho) was alive, it became very dark during the day time.
went to him and said, "Did you ever see much a thing in the Prophet's time?" He replied, "I seek refuge i
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Allah! In those days if the breeze grew a little stronger than normal, we would hasten towards the musjic
fearing the approach of the Last Day."

Hadhrat Abu Darda (Radhiyallaho anho) narrates:

"Whenever there was a storm, the Prophet (Sallabiddnbe wasallam} would get perturbed and would go to
the mus;jid."

Who thinks of going to musjid, noadays. even at the time of the worst of calamities? Leave aside the

common people, even those who regard themselves as good and practising Muslims datiset this
Sunnat. What a deterioration!

3. The action of Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) at the Time of Solar Eclipse.

The 'Sun once was in eclipse in the Prophet's (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) time. The Sahabah left their jol
Even the youngdys, practising archery, hastened towards the musjid to know what the Prophet (Sallallahc
alaihe wasaHam) would do at that time. The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) started Salaat of tw
rakaat, which were so long that some people fainted and feti.déevwept in. his Salaat and said:

"0, My Lord! Thou has said that ThaWouldst not punish them as long as | am with them and so long as
they seek Thy forgiveness."

This refers to, a verse in the Qur'an wherein Allah says:

"But Allah would not pun ish them while Thou art with them. nor will He punish them while they seek
forgiveness." (VIII -33)

He then addressed the people saying:

"You should hasten for Salaat whenever you happen to find the Sun or the Moon in eclipse. If you happen

know thesigns of the Last Day as | do. then surely you would weep more and laugh less. In all suct
happenings, repair to Salaat; pray to Allah and distribute alms to the poor."

4. The Prophet's weeping the whole night:

The Prophet oncéSallallaho alaihe wadaim) kept weeping the whole night through, repeating again and
again the following verse:

"If Thou punish them. they art Thy slaves; and if Thou forgive them. Thou only art the Mighty, the
Wise." S (V:118)

It is said about Imam Abu Hanifah (Rahmatullah alaih) that he also once wept the whole night reciting the
follow ing verse of the Qur'an in Tahajjud:

"But avaunt ye, 0, ye guilty, this day." (XXXVI: 58)
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This verse means that on the Day of Judgemeatgthity will* be asked to separate themselves from the
good, and will not be allowed to mix with them as they were doing in the worldly life. Why should not the
people with fear of Allah in their hearts weep in anxiety regarding which class they witigbieloon that
Day?

5. Hadhrat Abu Bakr (Radhiyallaho anho) and The Fear of Allah:

According to our belief Abu Bakr (Radhiyallaho anho) is the most exalted person after the Prophets (ma
peace be on all of them). The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasdliarsglf conveyed to him the glad tidings

of his being the head of a group of persons in Paradise. The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) on
remarked:

"Abu Bakr's name shall be called outfrom all the gates of Paradise. and he will be the firsodbwsr$ to
enter it."

With all these virtues and privileges, Abu Bakr (Radhiyallaho anho) used to say:

"l wish | were a tree that would be cut and done away with."

Sometimes he would say:

"l wish | were a blade of grass. whose life ended withgtheing by some beast."

He also said: "l wish | were a hair on the body of a Mo'min."

Once he went to a garden. where he saw a bird singing. He sighed deeply and said:

"0, bird! How lucky you are! You eat, you drink and fly under the shade of #es,tand you fear no
reckoning of the Day of Judgement. | wish | were just like you."

Hadhrat Rabiah Aslami (Radhiyallaho anho) narrates:

"Once | had some argument with Abu Bakr (Radhiyallaho anho), during which he uttered a word that | dic
not like. He realized it immediately and said to me 'Brother, please say that word back to me in retaliation.'
refused to do so. He persisted, and espake of referring the matter to the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe
wasallam), but I did not agree to utter that word. He got up and left me. A few people of my clan remarkec
'‘Look! How strange! The person does wrong to you and, on the top of that, hernthremtomplain to the
Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam)'. | said, 'Do you .know who he is. He is Abu Bakr (Radhiyallaho anho)
To displease him is to displease the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) and to displease the Proplt
(Sallallaho alaihe wadlam) is to displease Allah, and if Allah is displeased then who can save Rabiah from
ruin?' | went to the Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) and narrated the whole story to him. He said, Yo
were quite right in refusing to utter that word. But youlddwave said this much in reply: 'O, Abu Bakr,
(Radhiyallaho anho) May Allah forgive you!"

Look at the fear of Allah in Hadhrat Abu Bakr (Radhiyallaho anho)! He is so anxious to clear his accounts ir
this world that no sooner has a slightly unpleasamtivbeen addressed by him to a person, than he regrets it
and requests him to say that word back to him in retaliation. He is so particular in this that he threatens
have the retaliation done through the intervention of the Prophet (Sallallaho aladlampsNe are in the
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habit of saying offensive words to others, but we fear neither the retaliation nor the reckoning in the
Hereatfter.

6. Hadhrat 'Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) and the Fear of Allah.
Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) would often hold a straw sw\Hand and say:
"l wish | were a straw like this."

Sometimes he would say:

"l wish my mother had not given birth to me."

Once he was busy with some important work when a person came to him and, complaining about some pe
grievance, requested fats redress. Hadhrat Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) laid a lash across his shoulders,
saying:

"When | sit for that purpose, you do not come to me but when | am engaged in other important work yot
come with your grievances to interrupt me."

The person walkedway. But Hadhrat 'Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) sent for him and, handing his whip over to
him, said:

"You now lash me to even the matter."
He said: "I forgive you for the sake of Allah."

Hadhrat Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) went home, prayed a Salaabohkaats in repentance and upbraided
himself saying:

"0, Umar! You were low but Allah elevated you. You were wandering astray but Allah guided you. You
were base but Allah ennobled you and gave you sovereignty over His people. Now one of them comes a
asks you for redress of the wrong done to him, and yat bim? What answer have you to give before
Allah?"

He kept on chiding himself thus for a very long time.

Once Hadhrat Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) was going on his usual round towards Harrah (a suburb ¢
Madinah) with his slave Aslam, when he saw a distige in the desert. He said:

"There seems to be a camp. Perhaps, it is a caravan that could not enter the town due to night fall. Let's
and look after them and arrange for their protection during the night.”

When he reached there, he found a woraad some children. The children were crying. The woman had a

pan of water over the fire. Hadhrat 'Umar (Radhiyallaho anho) greeted her with salaam and, with he
permission, went near her.
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