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It isn't our intention to lecture our noble and sincere brothers and sisters and to "refute” the label
which they have chosen for themselves as we are sure that they have evidence from the Qur'aan &
Sunnah for their label and ample justification on why they chosen it. Our intention is only to show
that Allah (SWT), His Rasul (Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam) & the companions (RA) also had an
identity and alabel which was"Islam” and "Muslim" respectively.
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{jb_dropcap} R{/jb_dropcap} ecently Shaykh (Mufti) Rafi Usmani (HA) from Pakistan visited London and
gave an hour lecture to Scholars at Ebrahim College (London) entitled "The Role of Ulema in Realising Unity".
Although it's difficult to accurately translate and convey his message in English, we thought that it may be wise
to convey the theme of hislecturesin English.

Shaykh (HA) stated that he is disturbed about the rise of Sectarianism in UK and the labels which Muslims are
attaching to themselves and their institutes e.q.:

{jb_bluedisc} 1{/jb_bluedisc} Deobandees

{jb_bluedisc} 2{/jb_bluedisc} Salafees

{jb_bluedisc} 3{/jb_bluedisc} Barelwees

{jb_bluedisc} 4{/jb_bluedisc} Ahl-e-Hadeeth

Shaykh (HA) jokingly asks, " Arethereany Muslimsaround? And where are their Magjids?"
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From here on, we indeed need to expand upon the idea of the noble Shaykh (HA).

Our sincere brothers and sisters attach these labels to themselves and their institutes in order to make a distinct
identity and to separate themselves from the rest. However, the reality of the matter is that these labels which
Western Muslims attach to themselves are no longer sufficient and even need further subdivision and with time
it appears that these divisions will only increase and may Allah (SWT) save usfromit.

It isn't our intention to lecture our noble and sincere brothers and sisters and to "refute” the label which they
have chosen for themselves as we are sure that they have evidence from the Qur'aan & Sunnah for their label
and ample justification on why they chosen it. Our intention is only to show that Allah (SWT), His Rasul
(Sallaho Alaihe Wassallam) & the companions (RA) also had an identity and a label which was "Islam™ and
"Muslim" respectively.

Theidentity of " Islam" :

The religion chosen by Allah (SWT) for mankind is"Islam’ and it is unambiguously conveyed in the Qur'aan:
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{jb_bluebox}[3:19] Truly, the (recognized) religion in the sight of AllahisIslam. Those who have been given
the Book did not differ (among themselves) until after the knowledge had come to them, (and all this) due to
envy against each other. Whoever denies the verses of Allah, then, Allah is swift at reckoning.{/jb_bluebox}

Thelabel of "Muslim":
Similarly the label chosen by Allah (SWT) for usis"Muslim", in fact its a name given to us by Allah (SWT).

{jb_bluebox}[22:78] Struggle for (seeking the pleasure of) Allah, a struggle that is owed to Him. He has chosen
you and did not impose any hardship on you in the religion, the faith of your father Ibrahim. He (Allah) named
you as Muslims earlier and also in this (Qur?an), so that the Messenger becomes a witness to you, and you
become witnesses to (other) people. So establish Salah, pay Zakah and hold fast to Allah. He is your patron. So,
how excellent He is as a patron, and how excellent as a supporter!{/jb_bluebox}
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The label of "Muslim" was known and used by the companions to distinguish and differentiate themselves from
others and to distance themselves from their past. We will suffice in only giving two extreme examples where
the mere ascription to the label of "Muslim"was sufficient as an identity and a distinguishing factor.

Sayyidina lkrimah Ibn Abu Jah'l (RA) from avowed enemy to " Muslim" :

The story of Sayyidina Ikrimah Ibn Abu Jah'l (RA) iswell known to Muslims. He was the son of Abu Jah'l one
of the foremost enemies of Islam and remained on the path of his story until Amnesty was granted to him by
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