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Foreword  
All praise be to Allah Who created man, gave him the gift of expression and revealed for him the Holy Qur'an, 

which is a source of advice, healing guidance and mercy for those who have faith. The Qur'an contains nothing 

that is doubtful or crooked. It is absolutely straight, and authority, and 'Nur' (enlightenment) for the believers. 

Abundant and perfect salutation be on Muhammad Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) (blessings and peace 

from Allah be upon him), the person who is the best of all creation, whose 'Nur' illuminated the hearts of the 

living and their graves after death, whose appearance was a bounty for the whole universe. Peace be upon his 

descendants and Companions, who are the stars of guidance and propagators of the Holy Qur'an, and also upon 

those believers who are their followers in faith. 

After this praise and salutation. I (the author), Zakariya, son of Yahya, son of Isma'il, state that these hurriedly 

written pages contain forty ahadith (plural of hadith-a saying of the Holy Prophet) (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), 

which I have compiled on virtues of the Holy Qur'an, in obedience to such people whose words are law for me 

and following whom is most valuable to me. One of the special favors of Allah, the Sanctified and Pure; which 

have always descended upon the higher "Madrasah" (religious school) of Mazahir-ul-Ulum, Saharanpur, has been 

the annual gathering of this 'Madrasah' for the purpose of briefly mentioning the progress of the institution. For 

this gathering at the 'Madrasah', not much effort is made to collect speakers, preachers and the famous people of 

India, but more attention is paid to invite men whose hearts are full of love for Allah and 'Masha'ikh' (saintly 

people) who prefer to live unknown. Although those days have receded in the past when 'Hujjat-ul-Islam' (a title 

meaning a great authority on Islam) Maulana Mohammad Qasim Nanautvi Saheb (Rahmatullah alaih) (blessings of 

Allah be upon him) and Qutbul Irshad (a title meaning a great savant) Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad Ganghoi 

Saheb (Nawwar Allahu marqadahu) (may Allah enlighten his grave) used to honor this gathering with their 

presence and illuminate the hearts of all who attended, and the scene has not yet disappeared from the eyes 

when the spiritual descendants of those revivalists of Islam- Hadrat Shaikh-ul-Hind (Rahmatullah alaih), Hadrat 

Shah Abdur Rahim (Rahmatullah alaih), Hadrat Maulana Khalil Ahmad Rahim (Rahmatullah alaih), and hadrat 

Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi Saheb (Nawwarallaho marqadahu) use to assemble at the annual gathering of the 

'Madrasah'. Their presence was a fountain source of life and light for deadened souls and quenched the thirst of 

those who sought Divine love. 

At present, though the annual gatherings do not have the illuminations of even such sources of guidance, their 

true spiritual descendants still honor these gatherings with their presence and enrich the audience with bounties 

and blessings. The people who attended the gathering this year are witnesses to this. Only those who possess 

eyes that see can experience the effulgence, but sightless beings like us can also feel something unusual. 

At the annual gathering of this 'Madrasah' if a person comes to listen to polished speeches and forceful lectures, 

he will perhaps not return so much happy as one who seeks a balm for his heart (spiritual treatment). 

"All praise and supplication is for Allah." 

In the same connection, during this year on 27th 'Zilqa'dah' (name of the eleventh month of Islamic calendar), 

1348 Hijjri, Hadrat Shah Hafiz Mohammad Yasin Naginwi (Rahmatullah alaih) visited the 'Madrasah'. His coming 

was like a shower of affection and kindness, and I cannot adequately thank him for this. After knowing about him 

that he is one of the spiritual heirs of Hadrat Gangohi (Rahmatullah alaih), there is no need of mentioning his fine 

qualities of devotion and piety, and the presence of 'Anwaar' (plural of 'Nur'-enlightenment and blessings) in his 

own person. 

When this gathering was over, he returned home and honored me with a kind letter asking me to compile forty 

'ahadith' regarding the virtues of the Glorious Quran and send them to him along with their translations. He also 

wrote to me that, if I did not carry out his wishes, he would ask the successor to my Shaikh (teacher) and elderly 
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uncle, Maulana Hafiz Alhaj Maulvi Mohammad Ilyas (Rahmatullah alaih), to confirm this order of his. He made it 

certain that he wanted me to do this job. Incidentally, I received that honored message when I was out traveling 

and my uncle was present (at Saharanpur). On my return, my uncle gave this letter to me along with his own firm 

orders for compliance. Now there was no occasion for me for any excuse or to plead lack of ability. Although my 

occupation with the commentary of 'Mo'atta' (a book of Ahadith) of Imam Malik (Rahmatullah alaih) was a good 

excuse, I had to postpone that work for a few days and, in compliance with the urgent orders, produce my effort 

for his esteemed consideration. I beg to be excused for such shortcomings as are inevitable because of my 

incompetence. 

I have done it in the hope of being raised together on the day of judgement, together with such people as were 

referred by the Rasululllah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) when he said: "Whoever will preserve for my Ummah 

(followers of Prophet) forty 'Ahadith' concerning important matters of their faith, Almighty Allah will raise him, on 

the Day of Judgement, as an 'Alim' (religious scholar) and I will intercede on his behalf and stand witness in his 

favor." 

Alqami (Rahmatullah alaih) says that the word 'preserve' occurring in this hadith is used in the sense of securing 

something and guarding it against loss by either committing it to memory without recording it or by recording in 

black and white, without even memorizing it. So any one writing them in the form of a book and passing them on 

to others will also be covered by the blessings mentioned in this 'Hadith'. 

Munavi (Rahmatullah alaih) is of the opinion that 'preserve for my Ummat' means reporting of a 'hadith' along 

with its authority. According to some, 'preserve' includes even those who are reporting it to other Muslims 

without memorizing it or even without knowing its meanings. 

Also the expression 'forty ahadith' has been used in general sense, i.e. these 'ahadith' may be all 'sahih' 

(authentic), 'hasan' (correct) or even 'daif' (weak) to the degree that can be acted upon because of their virtues.  

'Allaho akbar'! (How Great Allah is!). Many are the facilities provided in Islam. And commendable indeed has been 

the role of scholars and theologians. Who took such pains to explain the subtleties of various expressions? May 

the Almighty Allah bless us all with perfection in Islam. 

It is important to note that whenever I have quoted a 'hadith' without mentioning the name of the book, it should 

be deemed to have been taken from one of the five books. Viz., 'Al-Mishkat', 'Tanqih-ur-Rewat', 'Al-Mirqat'. 

Sharah-ul-Ihya-ul-Ulm' and 'At-Targhib of Mindhiri'. On which I have relied and from which I have drawn 

extensively. Whenever I have quoted from any other book, the source has been mentioned. 

It is incumbent upon the reader of the Qur'an to observe the rules of reverence for its recitation. 

Before proceeding further, it seems desirable to mention first some of the requirements of decorum for reading 

of the Holy Qur'an; because, as admitted. 

One who is devoid of reverence misses Allah's special favor. 

In brief, the essence of all the rules of reverence is to consider the Glorious Qur'an as the words of the Almighty 

Allah, Whom we worship, and as the Word of One Whom we love and seek. 

Those who have ever experienced love know how worthy of adoration is a letter or speech of the beloved. The 

ecstatic raptures caused by such a communication are beyond all rules of propriety because, as it is said: 

"Love itself will teach one the rules of conduct in love." 
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So, while reading the Qur'an, if we attempt to visualize the real beauty and limitless bounty of our Beloved Allah. 

Our hearts will be swayed by emotions of heavenly love. At the same time, the Qur'an is the Word of the Master 

of masters and the commands of the Emperor of all kings. It is the law promulgated by the All-powerful Monarch. 

We should, therefore read the Qur'an with the emotions both of love and awe. 

It is said that whenever Hadrat 'Ikramah' (Radhi Allaho anho) (may Allah be pleased with him) opened the Book 

for recitation, he became unconscious and fell down. Then he would utter, 

"This is the Word of my Allah, this is the Word of my Allah." 

The aforesaid contains briefly the spirit of the requirements of decorum as written in great detail by the Muslim 

scholars. It will further be explained in the following paragraphs. In short, a Muslim should read the Book of Allah 

not just as a servant, but as a slave in the spirit of complete humility towards his Lord, Master and Benefactor. 

The 'Sufia' (plural of 'sufi'-mystic) have written that, if a person feels his shortcomings in exercising due respect 

and reverence while reciting the Qur'an, he will continue to progress along the path of nearness to Almighty 

Allah. But a person who regards himself with approval or pride will not advance further.  

Rules of Reverence for reading the Holy Qur'an  
After cleaning the teeth with 'miswak' (a green twig of special varieties of trees used for brushing the teeth) and 

'wudu' (ablution), one should sit in a quiet place with grace and humility and face towards 'Qiblah' (direction 

towards K'abah in Mecca). Then, with an attentive heart, deep devotion and zest befitting the occasion, one 

should recite, imagining all the time that he is reciting it to Almighty Allah. If one understands the meaning, one 

should pause and reflect on 'ayaat' (plural of 'ayat'- a verse of the Qur'an) of promise and mercy and should beg 

for His forgiveness and compassion. On 'ayaat' of punishment and admonition, one should seek His refuge, as 

except Him there is no Helper. On ayaat pertaining to His Majesty and Sanctity, one should say "Subhan Allah" 

(Glory to Allah). If one does not spontaneously shed tears reading the Book, one must induce oneself to weep a 

little. 

For a lover, the moments of greatest pleasure are those when, 

In the presence of his beloved, he is full of self-reproach and shedding tears profusely. 

One should not read fast unless one desires to memorize it. The Qur'an should be placed in a slightly elevated 

position on a wooden stand or a pillow. One should not talk to others during recitation. If one is forced by 

necessity to speak to someone, it should be done after first closing the Book, and then recite 'Ta'awwudh' 

(seeking refuge of Allah against Satan), before reading again. If people nearby are occupied in their work, reading 

in a low voice is appreciated otherwise reading loudly is more rewarding. 

The 'Masha'ikh' have mentioned six external and six internal rules of reverence for reading the Holy Qur'an, which 

are given below: 

Rules of External Reverence  

(1) Perform 'Wudu' and then sit facing Qiblah in an extremely dignified manner. 

(2) Do not proceed fast, but read with measure and correct pronunciation. 

(3) Try to weep, even if you have to compel yourself to do so. 

(4) The response to 'Ayat' of mercy or of punishment should be as explained above. 

(5) Reading should be in a low voice, if insincerity is apprehended on your own part or disturbance is caused to 

others. Otherwise read in a loud voice. 
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(6) Read in a melodious voice, because there are numerous 'ahadith' laying emphasis on this. 

Rules of Internal Reverence  

(1) The heart should be full of the glory of Qur'an i.e. realizing how sublime it is. 

(2) Bear I the heart the Loftiness, Majesty and Magnificence of Almighty Allah, Whose Revelation the Qur'an is. 

(3) The heart should be free from distraction and doubts. 

(4) Dwell upon the meanings and enjoy reading it. 

Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) once spent the whole night reading over and over again the following 

'ayat': 

"If Thou should chastise them, they are Thy servants, and if Thou should forgive them, 

Thou art the Mighty, the Wise (v: 118) 

Once, Hadrat Sa'id ibn-e-Jubair (Radhi Allaho anho) spent the whole night repeating the following 'ayat': 

"And withdraw aside today, O guilty ones! (XXXVI: 59). 

(5) Submit your heart to the subject matter of the verses you are reading. For instance, on 'ayat' containing a 

message of mercy, the heart should be filled with delight. And on 'ayat' of chastisement, the heart should tremble 

with awe. 

(6) The tears should be made as attentive as if Almighty Allah Himself is speaking and the reader is listening to 

Him. 

May Allah, out of His mercy and kindness, grant all of us the ability to read the Qur'an according to these rules of 

reverence. 

A Religious Principle  
The memorizing of that much of the Glorious Qur'an as is necessary for (the offering of) 'salat' (Islamic way of 

worshipping Allah) is obligatory for every Muslim, whereas memorizing the whole of the Holy Qur'an is 'Fard-e-

Kifayah', 

i.e., an act obligatory on all, but which may suffice if performed by an adequate number. If there were not a single 

'hafiz' (May Allah forbid) all the Muslims would e held responsible for this sin. 

. Mulla' Ali Qari (Rahmatullah alaih) has further reported from Zarkashi that if, I a town or a village, there were no 

person to read the Holy Qur'an , all the Muslim inhabitants of that place would be considered sinful. In this age of 

darkness and ignorance when the Muslims have become misguided in respect of many aspects of Islam, it is 

generally considered useless and stupid to memorize the Qur'an and a sheer waste of time and mental energy to 

repeat its words without understanding their meaning. If this were the only case of our aversion to faith, 

something in detail could be written about it. But today all our acts are erring and all our thoughts are leading us 

astray. For how many should one wail and about how many should one complain. 

So to Allah do we complain and from Him do we seek help.  
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Part I: 40 Ahadith  

1. Who is the best person? 
Hadrat Uthman (Radhi Allaho anho) narrates that Rasulullah (sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said: "The best amongst 

you is he who learns the Qur'an and teaches it." In most of the books, this hadith is quoted with the word 'and' 

between 'learns' and 'teaches' as above. Thus the greatest reward would be for him who learns the Holy Qur'an 

and thereafter teaches it to others. But in some of the books this 'hadith' is narrated with the word 'or', in which 

case the meaning would be 'The best amongst you is he who learns the Qur'an or teaches it." 

According to this version, the reward is general, i.e., equally great whether one learns himself or teaches to 

others. Thus there would be equal virtue for both. 

The Qur'an is the basis of the religion of Islam, and on the preservation and propagation of the Qur'an depends 

the very existence of this faith. Hence the virtue of learning and teaching the Qur'an is self-evident and does not 

need further elucidation. 

There are, however, various degrees of excellence. The highest is to learn the Qur'an along with its meanings and 

purport and the least is to learn its words only. 

The 'hadith' mentioned above is supported also by another saying of Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) as 

reported by Hadrat Sa'id ibn-I-Salim (Radhi Allaho anho): "If a person who has acquired knowledge of the Holy 

Qur'an considers another person who has been gifted with something else to be more fortunate than himself, he 

has shown disrespect to the blessings of Allah bestowed on him on account of hi learning the Qur'an." It is evident 

that since the Qur'an, being the Word of Allah, is superior to all other discourses as mentioned in some of the 

'ahadith' quoted later, its reading and teaching must be superior to everything else. 

Mullah Ali Qari quotes from another 'hadith' that whoever acquires the knowledge of Holy Qur'an stores the 

knowledge of prophethood in his forehead. 

Sahl Tastari (Radhi Allaho anho) says that the proof of love for Allah is the existence of love for the word of Allah 

in one's heart. 

In 'Sharah Ihya', the list of people who will be given shelter in the shade of 'Arsh' (Throne of Allah) on the fearful 

Day of Judgement includes those persons who teach the Qur'an to the children of Muslims and also those who 

learn the Holy Qur'an in their childhood and are devoted to its recitation when grown up. 

2. Blessing of recitation and virtues of the Word of Allah  
Hadrat Abu Sa'id (Radhi Allaho anho) narrates that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said: "Almighty Allah 

says, "If anybody finds no time for My remembrance and for begging favors of Me, because of his remaining busy 

with the Holy Qur'an, I shall give him more than what I give to all those who beg favors of Me." The superiority of 

the Word of Allah over all other words is like the superiority of Allah over the entire creation." 

In another words, compared to those who are begging favors of Allah, He will surely confer some better reward 

on a person who remains so occupied with committing the Qur'an to memory or learning and understanding it 

that he hardly gets time for 'du'a'(prayer). It is commonly know n that when a man distributes sweets, or 

something else amongst others, a share is set aside for the person who cannot attend the function because of the 

task of distribution given to him by the distributor himself. In another 'hadith' in the same context, it is mentioned 

that Allah would give such a person a better reward than what He would give to His ever-grateful servants. 
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3. Reward of two, three and four ayaat  
Hadrat 'Uqbah ibn-e-Amir (Radhi Allaho anho) has said: "Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasalam) came to us while 

we were sitting on the 'Suffah' and asked if any one of us would like to go to the market of 'Buthan' or 'Aqiq' and 

fetch from there two she-camels of the finest breed without committing any sin or severing a tie of kinship. We 

replied that every one of us would love to do so. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) then said that going to 

the masjid (mosque) and reciting or teaching two ayaat of Qur'an is more precious than two she-camels, and that 

similarly reciting or teaching of four 'ayat' is better than four she-camels and an equal number of camels." 

"Suffah" is the name of a particular raised platform in the Mosque of the Holy Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe 

wasallam) in Medina. It used to be occupied by the poor Muslim 'muhajirin' (Plural of muhajir-emigrant from 

Mecca to Medina) who are known as "Ashab-us-Suffah" (Men of Suffah). The number of these men varied from 

time to time: 'Allamah Suyuti (Rahmatullah alaihe) has listed one hundred and one names and also written an 

independent booklet about their names. 

'Buthan' and 'Aqiq' were the two market places for camels near Medina. The camel, more particularly a she-camel 

having a fat hump, was a favorite of the Arabs. 

The expression "without sin" is significant. A thing can be acquired without labor either by extortion, through 

illegal inheritance (by forcefully taking over the property of some relative) or by theft. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 

wasallam) thus ruled out all such acquisitions. Acquiring a thing without labor and without any sin is certainly 

preferred by all, but much more valuable is the learning of a new ayaat. 

It is clear fact that let alone one or two camels , even if one acquires the kingdom of all the seven 'aqlim' 

(continents) one will be forced to leave it, if not today surely tomorrow (at the time of death), but the reward of 

one 'ayat' will be ever-lasting. We see even in this life that a man feels happier when he is given only one rupee 

(without the condition of returning it), rather than if he is given one thousand rupees for keeping in his safe 

custody for a while only. In getting any benefit out of it. In fact, this 'hadith' implies an admonition not to 

compare something temporary with something eternal. Whether in action or at rest, a man should consider if his 

efforts are being wasted on acquiring the temporary gains of this world, or, are directed towards achieving the 

everlasting ones Woe be to the waste of effort for which we earn eternal misery. The last phrase of the 'hadith' 

"superior to an equal number of camels" contains three meanings. Firsi, up to the number four, the reward has 

been mentioned in detail. Beyond this, it is briefly mentioned that the more 'ayaat' a person acquires, the greater 

will be their superiority over the number of camels. In this case, the word 'camels' at the end refers to the 

species-either he-camels or she-camels-and the number implied is more than four because, up to the number 

four, the reward has been mentioned in detail. The second meaning is that the numbers mentioned are the same 

as referred to earlier, the significance being that inclinations are always different; some are fond of she-camels, 

others prefer as he-camel. Therefore, Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) has used the expression to signify 

that every 'ayat' is superior to a she-camel, and, if one prefers a he-camel, an 'ayat' is also superior to a he-camel. 

The third meaning is that the numbers mentioned are the same as referred to before and not more than four. 

According to the second meaning, the explanation that an 'ayat' is superior to a she-camel or he-camel does not 

hold good, but it implies a collection, i.e., one 'ayat' is superior to a he-camels and a she-camels. Thus a single 

'ayat' has been compared to a pair or couple (of camels). (May Allah bless his grave with Divine light) has 

preferred the latter interpretation because it points to a superior virtue. This, however, does not mean that the 

reward of an 'ayat' can be equaled to a camel or two camels. All this is for inducement and illustration. It has been 

clearly written before that an 'ayat' whose reward is permanent and enduring is superior and preferable even to a 

kingdom over the seven 'aqlim' (continents), which is bound to disintegrate. 

Mulla Ali Qari has written an account of a pious Shaikh who went to Mecca for Hajj (Pilgrimage to Mecca on the 

9th day of 'Dhilhijjah-the 12th month of the Islamic calendar). When he landed at Jeddah, some of his friends in 
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business requested him to prolong his stay in Jeddah, so that they could earn more profit for their merchandise 

by virtue of his blessed presence. In fact they wanted that some of the servants of the Shaikh be benefited by the 

profits of their business. At first the Shaikh expressed his inability to prolong his stay, but when they insisted, the 

Shaikh asked them as to the maximum profit that they would earn for their goods. They explained that the profit 

was not the same in all cases; but the maximum that they could expect was hundred per cent. The Shaikh said: 

"You have taken all this trouble for such a petty gain; for such an insignificant gain. I cannot miss the 'salaat' in the 

respected 'Haram' (the most Sacred Mosque), where the reward of 'salat' gets multiplied one hundred thousand 

times". In fact, we Muslims should consider how, for petty worldly gains, we sometimes sacrifice great spiritual 

benefits. 

4. Rewards for fluent recitation and for faltering recitation  
Hadrat Aishah (Radhi Allaho anha) narrates that Rasulullah (sallallaho alaihe wasallam) once said, "One who is 

well versed in the Qur'an will be in the company of those angels who are scribes, noble and righteous; and one 

who falters in reading the Qur'an, and has to exert hard for learning, gets double the reward." 

"One who is well versed in the Qur'an" means one who is proficient in memorizing as well as in reciting it. It is 

highly praiseworthy if one masters its meaning and significance as well. "To be with the angels," means that, like 

the angels who transferred the Qur'an from 'Lauhe-e-Mahfuz' (Protected Tablet in the Heavens), therefore, both 

have the same occupation; or that he will join the company of such angels on the Day of Judgement. One who 

falters will get double reward-one for his reading and the other for his effort in reading the Qur'an, in spite of 

faltering again and again. It does not mean that his reward will exceed that of a well-versed person. The reward 

that is mentioned for a well-versed person is far greater, so much so that he will be in the company of special 

angels. The explanation is that the labor involved in faltering and the difficulties in the reading of the Qur'an carry 

an independent reward. As such, reading of the Qur'an should not be given up, even though faltering may be an 

excuse. 

Mulla Ali Qari has reproduced from the 'riwayat' (saying) of Tibrani and Baihaqi that one who cannot memorize 

the Qur'an well and yet persists in learning it by heart gets double reward. Similarly, one who cherishes a longing 

for memorizing it and does not possess the ability to do so, but does not give up his efforts, will be reckoned by 

Almighty Allah among the 'huffaz' (Plural of hafiz-one who has learnt the whole Qur'an by heart) on the Day of 

Resurrection. 

5. Two things for which jealously is permissi ble 
Hadrat Ibn-e-Umar (Radhi Allaho anho) narrates that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said: 

"Hasad (Jealousy) is not permitted except in respect of two persons-one whom Allah blesses with recitation of 

Qur'an and he remains engaged in it day and night, and the other who is given a lot of wealth by Allah and he 

spends it day and night." 

On the authority of many 'ayaat' of the Qur'an and numerous 'ahadith', 'hasad' is an evil and is absolutely 

forbidden. This 'hadith', however, appears to permit 'hasad' in respect of two persons. Because there are many 

well- known traditions dealing with 'hasad', the 'ulama' (Plural of alim-religious scholar) have interpreted this 

'hadith' in two ways. Firstly, 'hasad' as denoted by Arabic word ('ghibtah') is taken here in the sense of emulation. 

There is a difference between jealousy and emulation. Hasad is a desire that one possessing a blessing should be 

deprived of it; whether the person who feels jealous acquires it or not, while emulation signifies a desire to 

possess a thing, whether the actual owner is deprived of it or not. Since 'hasad' is haram (religiously unlawful) 

under 'Ijma' (consensus of opinion), the 'Ulama' as 'ghibtah', meaning emulation. Ghibtah is permissible in worldly 

affairs and commendable in religious matters. 
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The second interpretation is that the term 'hasad' has been used in a hypothetical sense, i.e., if 'hasad' were 

permissible it would have been so with regard to the two persons mentioned above. 

6. Similitude of those who recite the Holy Qur'an and those who do not  
Hadrat Abu Musa (Radhi Allaho anho) narrated that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said: 

"The example of a 'mo'min' (believer) who reads the Qur'an is like that of 'turanj' (citron), which has a pleasant 

smell and a sweet taste. The example of a 'mo'min' who does not read the Qur'an is like that of a date, which has 

no smell, though it taste is sweet, the 'munafiq (hypocrite) who does not read the Qur'an is like a wild gourd, 

which has a bitter taste and no smell, and the 'munafiq' who reads the Qur'an is like a 'raithan' (sweet-smelling 

flower), which is fragrant but has a bitter taste." 

In this 'hadith' an abstract quality of reading the Glorious Qur'an, has been compared to concrete objects in order 

to illustrate the difference between reading and not reading the Holy Qur'an. Otherwise it is obvious that material 

objects of this world like 'citrons' and 'dates' cannot match the sweetness and perfume of the Qur'an. There are, 

however, special points in this similitude, which pertain to the deep knowledge of the Prophets and testify to the 

vast understanding of Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam). Consider, for example, the citron, which gives flavor 

to the mouth, cleans the stomach and stimulates the digestion. These are the qualities specially associated with 

the reading of the Qur'an since, fragrance in the mouth, internal purity and spiritual strength result from reading 

the Qur'an. It is also said that if there is 'citron' in the house, no genie can enter it. Some physicians say that 

'citron' strengthens the memory and it is reported in the 'Ihya' by Hazrat Ali (Radhi Allaho anho) that three things, 

i.e., cleaning the teeth with 'miswak', fasting and reading the Holy Qur'an strengthen the memory. 

In the Book of Abu Da'ud, it is mentioned at the conclusion of the 'hadith' given above that a good companion is 

like a person having musk. Even if you do not get musk, you will at least enjoy its fragrance. An evil companion is 

like a person with a furnace, near whom, even if you do not get blackened, you certainly cannot avoid the smoke. 

It is, therefore, important that one should be very careful in choosing his companions, with whom he has to mix 

generally. 

7. Rise and fall of nations by reason of the Holy Qur'an  
Hadrat 'Umar (Radhi Allaho anho) narrates that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said: 

"Allah exalts many people by means of this Book (the Holy Qur'an), and He also degrades and disgraces many 

others by means of the same." 

People who believe in the Holy Book and act upon it are given by Allah position of honor and respect, both in this 

life as well as in the Hereafter, while those who do not act upon it are disgraced by Allah. This principle is also 

borne out by the various 'ayaat' of the Holy Qur'an. At one place it reads: 

"He misleads many by this Book and guides many thereby." 

At another place we come across: 

"And We send down in the Qur'an that which is a healing and mercy for believers, though it increases for the evil-

doers naught save ruin." 

The Prophet (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) is also reported to have said: "Many hypocrites of this Ummat will be the 

'qurra', i.e., those who recite the Qur'an correctly." In 'Ihya-ul-Ulum' it is reported from some 'mashikh, "As soon 

as a man starts reading a 'surah' (chapter of the Holy Qur'an), the angels start invoking mercy for him and they 

continue to do so till he stops reading; on the contrary another person starts reading a 'surah, and the angels start 

cruising him and they continue to do so till he completes the reading. 
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Some scholars have stated that sometimes a man reads the Holy Qur'an and invokes curses on himself without 

even knowing it. For instance, he reads in the Holy Qur'an: 

"Beware, the curse of Allah is on the wrong-doers and he exposes himself to this warning because of his wrong-

doing." 

In the like manner, he reads in the Qur'an: 

"Beware the curse of Allah is upon the liars." 

In fact he exposes himself to the warning by reason of his being himself a liar. 

'Amir ibn-e-Wathilah (Radhi Allaho anho) says that Hadrat 'Umar (Radhi Allaho anho) had appointed Nafe ibn-e-

Abdul Harith as the Governor of Mecca. Once he asked the latter as to whom he had appointed as the 

administrator of forests. "Ibn-e-Abzi" replied Nafe.' "Who is Ibn-e-Abzi?" said Hadrat 'Umar (Radhi Allaho anho). 

"He is one of our slaves" was the reply. "Why have you appointed a slave the 'amir' (leader)?" objected Hadrat 

'Umar (Radhi Allaho anho). "Because he recites the Book of Allah" said Nafe. At this, Hadrat 'Umar (Radhi Allaho 

anho) narrated the 'hadith' that it had been said by Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) that, because of this 

Book, Allah elevates many people and degrades many. 

8. Three things shall be under 'Arsh (of Allah) on the Day of Judgement Reading it 

completely twice a  year is the right of the Holy Qur'an Commentary requires expert 

knowledge of fifteen sciences  
 

9. Elevated stage in Paradise by virtue of the Holy Qur'an  
Hadrat 'Abdur Rahman ibn-e-Auf (Radhi Allaho anho) narrates that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, 

"On the Day of Judgement, three things will be under the shade of the 'Arsh' (Allah's Throne). One, the Holy 

Qur'an which will argue with men- the Qur'an has both an apparent and deeper meaning. The second will be 

'amanat' (Trust). The third will be kinship, which shall proclaim 'O, Allah! Have mercy on the person who upheld 

me and deprive him of Your mercy whosoever severed me.' 

Three things will be under the shade of the 'Arsh' signifies their utmost nearness in the sublime presence of Allah. 

"The Qur'an will argue" means that it will pleased the cause of those people who read it, respect it and act upon 

its commandments. It will intercede on their behalf and solicit upgrading of their rank. Mulla Ali Qari has narrated 

on the authority of 'Tirmazi' (a book of Hadith) that, in the presence of Almighty Allah, the Holy Qur'an will beg 

Allah to grant an apparel to its reader. Almighty Allah will give him a crown of honor. The Qur'an will again 

beseech Allah to be please with him, and Almighty Allah will express His pleasure to him. 

We find in this life that the pleasure of the beloved is considered to be the most coveted gift. Similarly in the life 

Hereafter, no bounty shall stand comparison with the pleasure of our Beloved Almighty Allah. And in case of 

those who ignore their duty towards the Qur'an, it will challenge them saying, "Did you care for me? Did you fulfil 

your obligations towards me?" 

It has been reported on the authority of Imam Abu Hanifa (Rahmatullah Alaih) in 'Ihya' that it is the due right of 

the Qur'an that it should be read completely twice a year. Those of us who never care to read the Qur'an should 

first consider how they will defend themselves against such a strong plaintiff. Death is inevitable and there can be 

no escape from it. 
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The last three are the branches of 'Ilm-ul-Balaghagt' (knowledge of oratory), and are considered very important 

subjects, which a commentator should master, because the Glorious Qur'an is a perfect miracle and its amazing 

constructions can only be understood after mastering these subjects. 

(8) 'Ilm-ul-Qir'at, i.e. knowledge of the art of pronunciation, because different methods of recitation sometimes 

convey different meanings, and sometimes one meaning is to be preferred over the other. 

(9) 'Ilm-ul-Aqa'id, i.e., knowledge of the fundamentals of faith. This is necessary to explain certain analogies. The 

literal meaning of certain 'ayaat' referring to Almighty Allah is not the correct one. For example, the analogy in the 

ayat, (The hand of Allah is over their hands) Will have to be explained because Allah has no physical hands. 

(10) Usul-e-Fiqaah i.e., Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence. These are necessary for reasoning out and finding 

arguments in the basic support of statements. 

(11) Asbab-unaz-ul, i.e., the particular circumstances which caused the revelation (of ayat). The meaning of an 

'ayat' will be better understood if we know how and when it had been revealed. Sometimes the true meaning of 

an 'ayat' is understood only if we know the circumstances in which the ayat had been revealed. 

(12) Nasikh-o-mansukh, i.e., knowledge of commandments that have subsequently been abrogated or changed, 

so that abrogated commandments may be distinguished from the standing ones. 

(13) 'Ilm-ul-Fiqah, i.e. knowledge of Islamic Jurisprudence, because it is only through this knowledge that we 

arrive at a complete understanding of general principles. 

(14) Knowledge of such 'ahadith' that happen to be commentary on certain brief verses of the Qur'an. 

(15) The last but most important is the 'Ilm-e-Wahbi' or the gifted understanding, bestowed by Almighty Allah 

upon His selected ones, as is referred in the 'hadith' 

"Whosoever acts upon what he knows, Almighty Allah bestows upon him the knowledge of things not known to 

him." 

It is this special understanding that was implied in the reply of Hadrat 'Ali (Karram Allaho wajhu) (may Allah be 

kind to him) when he was asked by the people if he had received from Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) any 

special knowledge or instructions which were not received by others. Hadrat Ali (Radhi Allaho anho) said, "I swear 

nothing special, except the clear understanding which Almighty Allah bestows upon a person in respect of the 

Qur'an." 

Ibne-Abi-Dunya says that the knowledge above are like tools, i.e., essential pre-requisite for a commentator. A 

commentary written by a person who is not thoroughly acquainted with these branches of knowledge will be 

based on his personal opinion, which is prohibited. The Sahabah (Companions of the Holy Prophet (Sallallaho 

alaihe wasallam) already had Arabic language as their mother-tongue, and they reached the depth of the rest of 

the knowledge by means of their illuminating contact that they had with Raslullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam). 

'Allamah Suyuti' says that those who think that it is beyond the capacity of a man to acquire 'Ilm-e-Wahbi', or 

gifted understanding, are not right. To get knowledge from Allah, one should adopt the means to this end, e.g., 

acting upon the knowledge that one has acquired, and disinclination towards the world. 

It is stated in 'Kimia-e-Sa'adat' that three persons are not blessed with complete understanding of the Qur'an. 

First, one who is not well versed in Arabic, secondly, one who persists in committing a major sin or indulges in act 

of religious innovation, because these actions blacken his heart, which in turn prevents him from understanding 
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the Qur'an. Thirdly, one who is a rationalist, even in the matter of faith, and feels embarrassed when he reads an 

ayat of the Qur'an which he is not able to fully rationalize. 

May Allah protect us from all such sins and evils. 

10.A reward of ten virtues for every word of the Holy Qur'an  
Hadrat ibn-e-Mas'ud (Radhi Allaho anho) narrates that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "Whosoever 

reads one letter of the Book of Allah is credited with one 'hasnah' (blessing) and one blessing is equal to tenfold 

the like thereof in its reward. I do not say that (alam) is one letter, but (alif) is one letter (lam) is one letter, and 

(mim) is one letter." 

The hadith affirms that whereas, ordinarily for the purpose of reward an act as a whole is taken into account but 

in the case of Qur'an it is not so, parts also count. Thus, in reading each letter is counted as one good deed. And 

the reward of each good deed will be increased ten times, as promised by Almighty Allah. 

"One who brings a good deed, for him will be tenfold the like thereof". 

Ten times, however, is the minimum increase. 

Allah multiplies the reward for whomsoever He desires. 

That each letter of the Holy Qur'an, when read, amounts to a good deed, has been illustrated by Rasulullah 

(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) by saying that (alam) is not one letter, but (alif), (lam) and (mim) are three separate 

letters, so (alam) will comprise thirty blessings. There is a difference of opinion among scholars whether (alif, lam, 

mim) is the beginning of 'surah' Baqarah or of surah 'Feel'. If it is the beginning of surah 'Baqarah', and only three 

letters are counted, as they are written, then the blessings will be thirty. And if it is the beginning of surah 'Feel', 

then (alif), (lam) and (mim) which is the beginning of surah 'Baqarah' will be nine letters. Therefore, its reward will 

be ninety blessings. 

Baihaqi (Rahmatullah alaihe) has reported another 'hadith' similar to this portion of the above mentioned hadith, 

viz., "I do not say that (Bismillah) is one letter, but uphold that (ba) (sin) and (mim) etc , are separate letters." 

11. Parents of one who recites the Holy Qur'an and acts according To it, shall we ar a 

crown more brilliant than the sun  
Hadrat Ma'az Johani (Radhi Allaho anho) reports that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said: "Whosoever 

reads the Qur'an and acts upon what is contained in it, his parents will be made to wear a crown on the Day of 

Judgement, the brilliance of which will excel that of the Sun, if the same were within your worldly houses. So, 

what do you think about the person who himself acts upon it?" 

Thus, it is through the virtues of hi reading the Qur'an and acting upon it that the parents of the reader will be 

honored wit ha crown, the brilliance of which will far excel the light of the Sun even if the Sun were within one's 

own house. The Sun is at a great distance from us and even then its light is so bright. If the Sun comes down into 

one's house, its light and brilliance will surely increase manifold. The light of the crown to be worn by the parents 

of the reader will be still more brilliant. When this is in store for the parents, what will be the reward of the 

reader himself? Surely if the beneficiaries get so much, the reward of the person who is the real cause should be 

much more. The parents get this reward solely because they were the cause of the reader coming into being, or 

were responsible for his education. 

In addition to the fact that the light of the Sun will be far greater if it were in one's own house, this simile implies 

yet another delicate point. Attachment and liking for a thing increase when it always remains with a person. 

Therefore, the feeling of strangeness for the Sun due to distance will give place to attachment, because of its 
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close nearness all the time. Thus in addition to describing the brilliance of the crown, the 'hadith' implies this 

attachment with the crown and also the great satisfaction that it belongs to oneself. Everybody gets benefited by 

the Sun, but if it were to be given entirely to a person, how very proud he would feel. 

Hakim (Rahmatullah alaihe) has reported from Buraidah, (Radhi Allaho anho) saying of Rasulullah (Sallallaho 

alaihe wasallam); "One who recites the Qur'an and acts upon it will be made to wear a crown woven with 'nur', 

and his parents will be made to wear garments, which will be more valuable than the entire world. They will say, 

"Almighty Allah! What is it that we are being given these garments for?" 'In lieu of the reading of Qur'an by your 

child.' will be the reply.' 

It is given in Jama'ul Fawa'id by Tibrani (Rahmatullah alaih) that Hadrat Anas (Radhi Allaho anho) had reported the 

saying of Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam), "Whosoever teaches the reading of Qur'an to his son (without 

memorizing it), all his sins, whether, whether previous or subsequent, will be forgiven; and whoever makes hi 

child memorize the Qur'an will be raised on the Day of Judgement in the semblance of al full moon; and his son 

will be asked to start recitation, and for every 'ayat' read by the child, the status of the parent will be raised to the 

next higher grade of ' Jannat', till the recitation of the Holy Qur'an is completed." 

Such are the blessings for teaching the Qur'an to your children. This is not all. There is another point. God forbid, 

if you drive your child of the knowledge of ' din' (religion) for the sake of a few coppers, not only shall you be 

deprived of eternal reward but you shall be held answerable before Allah. Is it not a fact that you are depriving 

your dear child of reading the Qur'an for fear that Mullahs and Huffaz, after memorizing the Qur'an become 

dependent on others for their livings? Please remember that not only do you expose your children to eternal 

misery, but carry on your shoulders a very heavy accountability. The hadith that- 

"Each one of you is a guardian, and will be questioned about those under his control." 

Means that everyone shall be questioned about his subordinates and dependents as to what extent he taught 

'Din' to them. Surely one should guard himself and his dependents against these shortcomings. But (as the 

proverb goes) "Should one discard clothes for fear of lice?" Nay, one should surely try to keep his clothes clean. If 

you impart religious education to your child, you will be free from your responsibilities. As long as the child lives, 

and whatever good deed he does and 'salat' he performs and forgiveness that he seeks from Allah for you, will 

elevate your position in Paradise. If for the sake of this life and for the lust of a few coppers, you keep him 

ignorant of 'din' not only will you have to suffer for this misdeed but whatever evil and misdeeds he does, your 

account will not be free from their burden. For God's sake, have pity on yourselves. This life is only a passing 

phase and death will put an end to all its hardship, however great, but the sufferings for which there is no end, 

will be everlasting. 

12. Fire does not burn the Holy Qur'an  
'Uqbah ibn-e-Amir (Radhi Allaho anho) narrated that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "If the Qur'an is 

placed in a skin and then put in the fire, it will not get burnt." 

The scholars of 'Hadith' have interpreted this 'hadith' in two ways. Some of them take the words ' skin' and 'fire' 

in the literal sense. In this case the 'hadith' refers to a miracle which was particular in the lifetime of Rasulullah 

(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) in the same way, as the miracles of other prophets were specific to their lifetime. I 

nth second case, the word 'skin' is interpreted to mean the human skin and the word 'fire' means the fire of Hell. 

Thus the application of the 'hadith' is general and not confined to any particular period. It means that if any 'hafiz' 

of Qur'an were cast in due to any crime on his part, the fire of Hell will not affect him. In another Hadith it is said 

that the fire will not even touch him. The second interpretation of the above-mentioned 'hadith' is also supported 

by another 'hadith' reported by Abu Ummamah (Radhiallaho anho) and also given in the book Sharah-ul-Sunnah, 

by Mula Ali Qari, which says, "learn the Qur'an by heart, because Almighty Allah does not punish the heart which 
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contains the Qur'an." In its meanings this 'hadith' is clear and confirmed by Qur'an. Those who regard memorizing 

the Qur'an as useless should, for God's sake, ponder over these merits. The last-mentioned one alone should 

prompt everybody to dedicate his life to learning the Qur'an by heart, because there is no one who has not 

committed sins and does not deserve the fire of Hell. 

In Sharah-ul-Ihya there is al list of those people who will rest in the shade of Allah's mercy (protection) on the 

horrible Day of Judgement. It is mentioned therein that, according to a 'hadith' reported from Hadrat Ali 

(Radhiallaho anho) by Dailmi that the custodians of Qur'an, in other words those who learn the Qur'an by heart, 

will be in the protection (shade) of Allah, in the company of the Prophets and other virtuous people. 

13. One who memorizes and acts upon the Holy Qur'an shall be granted The right to 

intercede on behalf of ten persons  
Hadrat Ali (Radhi Allaho anho) says that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "Whoever reads Qur'an and 

learns it by heart, and regards what it makes lawful as lawful and its unlawful as forbidden, will be admitted into 

'Jannat', by the Almighty Allah who will also accept his intercession in respect of ten such persons of his family 

who shall have been doomed to Hell." 

By the grace of Allah, entry into Jannat is ensured for every believer though it may come after his being punished 

for his misdeeds. The 'hafiz' will, however, be favored with this entry right from the beginning. The ten persons in 

whose favor his intercession will be accepted will be those sinful and disobedient Muslims who are guilty of major 

sins. There can be no intercession, however, for the unbelievers. Almighty Allah has said: 

"Whosoever ascribes partners unto Allah, for him Allah has forbidden Jannat, and for evil-doers there will be none 

amongst the helpers. It is also said in the Qur'an: "the Prophet and the believers are not allowed to pray for the 

forgiveness of 'mushrikin' (Plural of mushrik, one who ascribes partners unto Allah) even if they are their 

relatives." 

The Qur'anic 'ayat' clearly say that 'mushrikin' will never be forgiven. The intercession of 'huffaz' will, therefore, 

be for those Muslims whose entry into Hell has been determined by their sins. 

Those who are not 'huffaz' and cannot memorize the Qur'an should at least make one of their relatives a 'hafiz' so 

that by His grace they may be saved from their own evil-doings. 

Allah be thanked for this gracious favor on the person whose father, uncles and grandfathers both maternal and 

paternal, were all huffaz. (This applies to the author May Allah bless him with more favors). 

14. Similitude of one who learns and recites the Qur'an is like a bag full of musk  
Hadrat Abu Hurairah (Radhi Allaho anho) narrated that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "learn the 

Qur'an and recite it, because the example of one who learns the Qur'an, reads it and recites it in 'Tahajjud' (salat 

late after midnight) is like an open bag full of musk, the fragrance whereof spreads over the entire place, and a 

person who has learnt the Qur'an but sleeps while the Qur'an is in his heart, is like a bag full of musk but with its 

mouth closed." 

It means that the example of one who learns the Quran and cares for it and recites it in 'Tahajjud salat' is like that 

of a musk container which, if opened, fills the whole house with its sweet smell in the same way, the entire house 

is lit up with divine light and blessings due to the recitation by the 'hafiz'. Even if the 'hafiz' remains asleep or does 

not recite through his negligence, the Qur'an in his heart is in any case the musk. This negligence resulted in the 

loss that others were deprived of the blessings of Qur'an, but his heart does, in any case, contain the musk of 

Qur'an. 
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15. A heart devoid of the Holy Qur'an is like a deserted ho use 
Hadrat Abdullah ibn-e-Abbas (Radhi Allaho anho) has narrated the saying of Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 

wasallam): "He in whose heart there is no part of the Qur'an is like a deserted house." 

The allusion to a deserted house has a subtle meaning, which is expressed by the proverb that "an idle man's 

brain is the devil's workshop" (literally the demon gets hold of an empty house). Similarly a heat, devoid of Qur'an 

gets more and more possessed by Satan. What an emphasis is therein this 'hadith' for memorizing the Holy 

Qur'an, that the heart which has not secured it has been likened to a deserted house. 

Hadrat Abu Hurairah (Radhi Allaho anho) says: "In the house were the Qur'an is read, the household members 

increase, virtues and blessings multiply, angels descend upon them and Satan quits the house. Whereas the house 

in which Qur'an is not recited, life therein becomes straitened and devoid of blessings, angels leave the house and 

Satan ravages it." 

Hadrat Ibn-e-Mas'ud (Radhi Allaho anho) and some others reported Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) to 

have said that a deserted house is one in which the Holy Qur'an is not recited. 

16. Recitation of the Holy Qur'an in Salaat is more virtuous  
Hadrat A'ishah (Radhi Allaho anha) says that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "Recitation of the Qur'an 

in Salaat is more rewarding than the recitation outside salat; recitation outside salat is preferable to tasbih and 

takbir (repeating words of Praise for Allah); tasbih is superior to sadaqah (alms), sadaqah to 'Sowm' (fasting) and 

'Sowm' is protection against Fire." 

The superiority of recitation of the Qur'an over 'Zikr' (glorification and remembrance of Allah) is evident because 

Qur'an is the Word of Allah. As mentioned earlier, the superiority of the Word of Allah over the speech of others 

is like His superiority over His creation. The superiority of 'Zikr' over 'Sadaqah' has been stressed in other 'ahadith' 

as well. But the superiority of 'sadaqah' over 'Sowm' as given in this 'Hadith', seems contrary to that given in some 

other 'Ahadith' where 'Sowm' is said to be better than 'sadaqah.' This difference is due to the variations in the 

type of people and their conditions of life. 

According to this 'hadith' 'Sowm' comes last in the order of merit. When 'Sowm' is protection against the Fire of 

Hell, we can imagine numerous blessing of the recitation of Qur'an. 

The author of 'Ihya' reports on the authority of Hadrat Ali (Radhi Allaho anho) that for every letter recited there 

are hundred blessings for one who reads the Qur'an while standing in 'salat', fifty blessings for one who reads 

while sitting in 'salat', twenty-five blessings for one who reads in the of 'wudu' outside salat, ten blessings for one 

who reads without 'wudu', and one blessing for him who does not read himself but listens eagerly to the reader. 

17. The reward of reciting three ayaat in Salaat  
Hadrat Abu Hurairah (Radhi Allaho anho) says: "Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) asked us, 'Does any one of 

you like that when he returns home, he should find three she-camels, pregnant and fat.' We said, 'We would love 

to do so.' Then Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "Three 'ayat' which one of you may recite in his 'salat' 

are better than three big pregnant and fat she-camels." 

A similar subject-matter has been described in hadith 3. In this 'hadith' there is a reference to recitation of the 

Qur'an inside 'Salaat' which is more virtuous than recitation outside 'salat'. That is why a comparison has been 

made to pregnant she-camels. Because just as in one case, there is a reference to two virtues, that is 'salat' and 

recitation, in the other case there is a reference to two things that is she-camel and her pregnancy. It has been 
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mentioned under hadith 3 that 'ahadith' of this kind are only for the purpose of a simile, otherwise the everlasting 

reward of one 'ayat' is more valuable than thousands of mortal she-camels. 

18. Rewards of visual recitation and recitation by memory  
Hazrat Usman bin Abdullah bin Aus Thaqafi (Radhi Allaho anho) narrates from his grand-father that Rasulullah 

(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "Reciting the Qur'an from memory carries one thousand degrees of 'thawab' 

(spiritual reward), while reading the Qur'an from the Book increase it up to two thousand degrees." 

Many virtues of being a 'hafiz' have been mentioned before. In this 'hadith', however, preference is shown to 

reading from the Holy Book as compared to reciting it from memory, because reading from the Book is not only 

conducive to deeper understanding and meditation but also includes several other devotional acts, such as 

looking into the Qur'an and touching it, etc. the difference in the apparent meanings of the various 'ahadith' has 

led to a difference of opinion among the scholars of 'hadith' as to whether reading from the Holy Book is better 

than reciting it from memory. By reason of the above 'hadith', and because reading from the Book safeguards 

against making mistakes and includes the virtuous act of looking at the Holy Book, some scholars give preference 

to reading by looking into the Book. By reason of other 'ahadith' , and because reciting from memory is conducive 

to greater devotion and is free form Ria (dissimulation) and because this was the way of recitation of Rasulullah 

(Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) himself, some scholars consider that reciting form memory is preferable. Imam 

Nawavi (Rahmatullah alaih) has decided that the preference between the tow depends upon the individuals. 

Some people concentrate and meditate better while reading form the Book, while others do so, reciting from 

memory. Therefore, reading from the Book is preferable for some and reciting from memory for others. Hafiz 

(Rahmatullah alaih) also has favored this interpretation in his book 'Fath-ul-Bari.' 

It is said that on account of excessive reading by Hadrat Uthman (Radhi Allaho anho) two scripts of the Holy 

Qur'an got torn up. Amr ibn-e-Maimun (Rahmatullah alih) has mentioned in 'Sharh-ul-Ihya', that one who opens 

the Holy Qur'an after Fajr (Dawn) salat and reads a hundred 'ayat' gets a reward as large as the entire world. 

Reading the Qur'an by looking into it is reported to be beneficial for eyesight. Hadrat Abu Ubaidah (Radhi Allaho 

anho) has narrated a lengthy 'hadith' in which each 'rawi' (reporter) says that he had some trouble with his eyes 

and that his teacher bade him to recite the Qur'an by looking into it. Hadrat Imam Shafi (Rahmatullah alaih) often 

used to open the Qur'an after 'Isha' (night) salat and close it only a little before Fajr salat.' 

19. Recitation of Qur'an cleans the rust of hearts.  
Abdullah ibn-e-Umar (Radhi Allaho anho) narrated: "Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "The hearts get 

rusted as does iron with water. When someone asked, 'what could cleanse hearts again?' Rasulullah (Sallallaho 

alaihe wasallam) said, 'Frequent remembrance of death and recitation of Qur'an.' 

Excess of sins and negligence in the remembrance of Allah cause the hearts to rust, s water causes iron to rust. 

The reading of 'Qur'an and the remembrance of death polish the rusted hearts. The heart is like a mirror. If it is 

not cleaned, it will not properly reflect the recognition of Allah. The more burnished and brighter it is, the better 

will it show from the enlightenment. Therefore, the more we indulge in sinful lust and devilish acts, the more are 

we deprived of the recognition of Almighty Allah. It is with a view to polishing the mirror of the hear that 

'masha'ikh' enjoin upon their disciples to devote themselves to self-discipline endeavors, spiritual occupation, 

incantation and remembrance of Allah. 

It is mentioned in some 'ahadith' that when a man commits a sin, a black dot stains his heart. If he repents in real 

earnest, this dot is removed, but if he commits another sin, another black dot appears. In this way, if he goes on 

committing sins after sins his heart gets completely blackened. At this stage the heart becomes quite disinclined 

to do good, and keeps on turning to evil. 

May Allah save us from such a stage. 
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"Verily their evil deeds have covered their hearts with rust" refers to this blackening of the heart. 

According to another 'hadith', Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "I leave two 'wuaz' (plural of waiz-

Preacher)- one speaking and the other silent. That which speaks is the Holy Qur'an and that which is silent is the 

remembrance of death." 

Certainly the words of Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) are worthy of loving acceptance. But only those who 

take proper heed drive benefit from a sermon. On the other hand, if we consider 'Din' itself as being a useless 

occupation and an obstacle in the way of material progress, we will neither feel the need of spiritual advice nor 

act upon it. 

Hadrat Hasan Basri (Rahmatullah alaih) says, "People of earlier times believed the Holy Qur'an to be the 

Commandment of Allah, they contemplated over it throughout the night and acted upon it during the day. 

Whereas today you exercise particular care to pronounce its words and vowels correctly, but do not take it as the 

Commandment of Allah, and do not contemplate over it." 

20. The Holy Qur'an is the honor and distinction of Muslims  
Hadrat A'ishah (Radhi Allaho anha) reports that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "Certainly there is 

always a thing in which people take pride. And that which is glory and pride for my Ummat is the Holy Qur'an." 

People indicate their nobility and dignity by virtue of their lineage, their family and other similar things The Qur'an 

is the source of nobility and pride for the Ummat in the sense that reading, memorizing and teaching it, as also 

acting upon it, in short, everything related to it, confers an honor upon them. Why should it not be so? After all, it 

is the Word of the Beloved and the Commandment of the Master. Its dignity excels all worldly honors. However 

great the achievements of this worldly life, however splendid vanish sooner or later, while the splendor and 

dignity of the Qur'an is eternal and unbounded. 

Even the minor attributes of the Glorious Qur'an are such as we should be proud of, let alone its excellence in 

other respects, for example, its beautiful composition, wonderful coherence, the right choice of words, the 

proper development of arguments, the narration of past events and prophecies about the future. Its assailing 

remarks concerning other people are such as cannot be contradicted, e.g., the remark about the Jews, that they 

profess their love for Allah, but they never long for death. The listener is impressed by its recitation and the 

reader never gets tired of reading it. It is usual that, however lovely a discourse may be, it may will become tired 

of reading it for the twentieth time if not the tenth; or the fortieth time, if not the twentieth. On the other hand, 

if we just memorize one section of the Qur'an, one may read it two hundred times of four hundred times or go on 

doing so for the whole life, but one shall never lose interest. And if something prevents us from enjoying it, that 

will be for a while only. In fact, the more we read the Qur'an, the greater will be our enjoyment and satisfaction. 

Even if a few of the above excellent qualities were to be found in any composition, we would be all praise for it. 

So, if all these qualities were present in a composition to a perfect degree, surely it would have to be regarded 

with the greatest honor and pride. 

Now, we should just reflect on our own condition. How many of us feel really proud of having memorized the 

whole Qur'an? Does a 'hafiz' command real respect in our eyes? Alas! Our honor and pride lie in high university 

degrees, in big titles, in worldly pomp and show, and in the wealth, which we will have to leave behind us on our 

death 

O, Allah! Have mercy upon us. 
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21. Recitation of the Holy Qur'an is Nur (effulgence) in the life and a provision in the 

Hereafter Houses of recitation shine like the moon and st ars, for those in Heaven 

Number and subject -matter of Heavenly Booklets and Divine books  
Hadrat Abu Zar (Radhi Allaho anho) says that he requested Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) to give him 

some lasting advice. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said: "Cultivate the fear and reverence of Allah in your 

heart, because this is the root of all virtuous deeds." I asked him to add something more and he said, "Stick to the 

reading of the Qur'an, because it is a 'nur' in this life and 'Zakhirah' (provision) for the Hereafter." 

The fear of Allah is the root of all good actions. A man, whose heart is filled with fear of Allah, does neither 

commit any sin nor experience any difficulty. 

Whoever fears Allah, Allah will make away for him out of every difficulty and provide from whence he has no 

expectation. 

Some of the foregoing traditions also disclose that the Qur'an is illuminating. In Sharah-ul-Ihya, Hadrat Abu Naim 

(Rahmatullah alaih) states that Hadrat Basit (Radhi Allaho anho) has reported from Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 

wasallam) that the houses in which the Holy Qur'an is read shine unto the inhabitants of Heaven as do the stars 

shine unto the inhabitants of Earth. 

This 'hadith' which has been quoted from 'AT-Targhib', is only a part of a long hadith reported from Ibn-e-Habban 

by Mulla Ali Qari in detail and by Suyuti in brief. Although the above-mentioned part of the Hadith is sufficient for 

the purpose of this book, yet the whole hadith includes many essential and useful subjects and, therefore, its 

subject-matter is given in the following paragraphs. 

Hadrat Abu Zar (Radhi Allaho anho) says that he inquired from Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) about the 

number of books revealed by Almighty Allah. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) replied, "One hundred 

booklets and four books. Fifty booklets were revealed to Hadrat Shith (Alayhis Salam) (peace be upon him), thirty 

to Hadrat Idris (Alayhis Salam) (peace be upon him), ten to Hadrat Ibrahim (Alayhis Salam) and ten to Hadrat 

Musa (Alayhis Salam) before the Torah. In addition, four books, i.e., the Torah, the Bible, the Psalms and the Holy 

Qur'an have been revealed by Almighty Allah." 

Hadrat Abu Zar (Radhi Allaho anho) enquired about the contents of the booklets revealed to Hadrat Ibrahim 

(Alayhis Salam). Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) replied that they consisted of proverbs, e.g., "O, you 

strong and proud king! I did not appoint you to hoard wealth, but to prevent the complaint of the oppressed from 

reaching me by redressing it before- hand, because I do not reject the complaint of the oppressed person, even 

though he may be a disbeliever. 

(The author states that whenever Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) deputed any of his Companions as an 

'amir' or Governor, in addition to giving other advice, he used to emphasize: 

"Beware of the invocation of the oppressed because between him and Allah there is no veil or intermediary." 

As a Persian verse goes: "Beware of the sigh of hose oppressed, when they pray." 

Divine acceptance readily greets them. 

These booklets also mentioned that it is incumbent on a wise man, unless he is deprived of sanity, to divide his 

time in three parts: one for worship of his Lord; one for self-reckoning to consider what acts, good or bad, he did 

and one for his lawful earning of livelihood. It is also incumbent upon him to watch of his time and be thoughtful 

about improving his conditions and to guard his tongue against unnecessary and useless talk. Whoever keeps a 

check on his own speech, his tongue will indulge less in useless talk. 
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Also, wise man should not travel except for three purposes viz., for making provision for the life Hereafter, or in 

search of livelihood, or for such recreation as is permissible. 

Hadrat Abu Zar then inquired about the contents of the booklets revealed to Hadrat Musa (Alayhis Salam). 

Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "They contained monitions only, such as 'I am astonished by one who 

finds pleasures in anything in spite of his faith in the certainty of death. (Naturally when a person becomes sure of 

his sentence of hanging, and mounting the gallows, he can never find pleasure in anything). 'I am astonished by 

one who laughs in spite of his faith in certainty of death.' I am astonished by one who observes accidents, changes 

and revolutions of the world all the time, and still finds satisfaction in it. 'I am astonished by one who believes in 

predestination, still suffers from grief and hardship.' 'I am astonished by one who believes that he will soon be 

required to render an account and still does no good deed." 

Hadrat Abu Zar (Radhi Allaho anho) goes on saying that he asked for more advice. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe 

wasallam) advised that he should cultivate fear of Allah, because it is root and basis of all spiritual actions. Hadrat 

Abu Zar (Radhi Allaho anho) then begged for more advice. Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said: "Be 

consistent in recitation of Qur'an and remembrance of Allah, because it is 'nur' in this world and 'Zakhirah' in 

Heaven." Hadrat Abu Zar (Radhi Allaho anho) again sought further advice and was told, "Abstain from too much 

of laughter, because it causes the heart to wither, and the face loses its lustre." (Too much of laughter is injurious 

both for the outward and inward disposition of man.) 

Hadrat Abu Zar (Radhi Allaho anho) sought further advice, whereupon Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) 

said: "Stick to 'jihad' because this is the 'rohbaniat' (monasticism) for my Ummat. (Rohban- Plural of 'rahib' were 

those persons of the previous umam -Plural of ummat- following of a Prophet- who severed all their worldly 

connections and turned towards Allah. 

Hadrat Abu Zar (Radhi Allaho anho) asked for more advice and Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, 

"Associate yourself with the poor and the needy, be friendly with them and sit in their company." When Hadrat 

Abu Zar (Radhi Allaho anho) requested further advice, and Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said: "Look 

towards those who rank below you (so that you may get used to being thankful) and do not look at those who 

rank above you, lest you should despise the favors of Allah upon you." 

When Hadrat Abu Zar (Radhi Allaho anho) again asked for more advice, Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) 

said: "Let your faults prevent you from criticizing others and do not try to find fault with others, because you 

commit those faults yourself. It is enough to prove you guilty that you should find in others such faults as you 

yourself possess, though you may not be aware of them, and that you should find in others such misdeeds as you 

yourself commit." After this, Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) patted the chest of Abu Zar (Radhi Allaho 

anho) with his loving hand and said, "O, Abu Zar! There is no wisdom better than prudence, nor any piety better 

than refraining from the unlawful, nor any nobility better than polite manners." 

(In stating the contents of this long 'hadith', the gist and meaning has been kept in view, in preference to the 

literal translation.) 

22. Descent of Sakinah and mercy upon, and the surrounding by Angels of, A group 

engaged in recitation of the Holy Qur'an  
Hadrat Abu Hurairah (Radhi Allaho anho) narrates that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "Never do a 

people collect in one of the houses of Allah (mosque) reciting the Qur'an and reading it out to one another, but 

'Sakinah' (tranquility) descends upon them, Rahmat (mercy) enshrouds them, the angels throng around them and 

Almighty Allah mentions them, in the assembly of angels." 
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This Hadith describes the special virtues of religious schools and institutions. Acquisition of either reward 

mentioned above is so sublime that even if one devotes his whole life to acquire it, it will be worth while. But here 

there are so many rewards, especially the last one. Mention in the Court of Almighty Lord and remembrance in 

the company of the beloved are bounties that can hardly be surpassed. 

Descending of 'sakinah' has been mentioned in many 'ahadith'. The scholars of 'ahadith' have interpreted its real 

significance in many ways. The various interpretations, however, do not contradict each other and can be 

meaning fully put together. 

Hadrat Ali (Radhi Allaho anho) had interpreted 'sakinah' as a special breeze, which has a face like that of a human 

being. 

Allamah Suddi (Rahmatullah alaih) is reported to have said that it is the name of a large golden dish in Paradise 

used for washing the hearts of the prophets (Alaihim-ussalam) (peace be upon them). 

Some have said tat it is a special form of mercy. 

Tibri (Rahmatullah alaih) prefers the view that it means peace of heart. Some interpret it as grace, others consider 

it as dignity, and some take it to mean angels. There are other views as well. Hafiz has written in 'Fath-ul-Bari' that 

'sakina' includes all the above mentioned blessings. In the opinion of Nawavi (Rahmatullah alaih), it is 

combination of tranquility, mercy, etc., and descends along with the angels. It is mentioned in the Qur'an as 

follow: 

"Then Allah caused His 'sakinah' to descend upon him" (IX: 40) 

"It is He Who sent down 'sakinah' into the hearts of the believers" (XLVIII :4) 

"Wherein is 'sakinah' from your Lord" (II :248) 

Thus this happy blessing is mentioned in several 'ayaat' of the Qur'an, and there are many ahadith containing 

tidings of this. 

It is narrated in 'Ihya' that once Ibn-e-Thauban (Radhi Allaho anho) had promised one of his relatives that he 

would break his fast with him, but reached the house of his relative next morning. When the host complained 

about the guest being so late, the guest said, "But for the promise that I owe you, I would never disclose what 

prevented me from coming to you. I just got late by chance until it was time of 'Isha Salat'. I thought I should 

complete my 'Witr' (compulsory salat of three 'rakat' following 'Isha') as well, lest I should die during the night 

without offering this 'salat', because there can be no surety against death. While I was reciting 'qunut' (a special 

invocation in Witr salat), I saw a green garden of Paradise, which had all sorts of flowers. I was so absorbed in the 

vision that it was dawn." There have been hundreds of similar incidents in the lives of our righteous ancestors. 

Such things are, however, experienced only when there is complete separation from everyone besides Allah, and 

perfect attention towards Him. 

Similarly there are many 'ahadith' mentioning enshrouding by the angels. a detailed story about Usaid ibn-e-

Hudhair (Radhi Allaho anho) is given in the books of Hadith. It is said that while he was reciting the Holy Qur'an, 

he felt a sort of cloud spread over himself. The prophet (sallallaho alaihe wasallam) informed him that these were 

angels who had gathered to listen to the recitation of the Qur'an. Due to their great throng they appeared like a 

cloud. 

Once a Sahabi (companion of the Holy Prophet, Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) felt a sort of cloud over himself. 

Rasulullah (sallallaho alaihe wasallam) told him that it was 'sakinah', which was sent down by reason of the 

recitation of the Qur'an. 
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In Muslim Sharif, this 'hadith' is given in greater detail. The concluding sentence is- 

"One whose evil deeds drive him away from the mercy of Allah, the superiority of his lineage or nobility of his 

family cannot bring him near it." 

Thus a person who has a continuous noble pedigree, but indulges in disobedience and impiety, cannot be equal in 

the presence of Allah to a Muslim who is of low birth and abject in humility, but otherwise God-fearing and 

devout. Verily the noblest of you in the view of Allah is the one who is most God-fearing. 

23. Those seeking nearn ess to Allah have no act more effective than recitation Of the 

Holy Qur'an The dream of Imam Ahmad ibn -e-Hambal A means of attaining the stage 

of 'Ihsan'  
Hadrat Abu Zar (Radhi Allaho anho) reports that Rasulullah (Sallallaho alaihe wasallam) said, "You cannot turn to 

Allah and gain nearness to Him with anything superior to that which directly proceeded from Him, i.e., the Holy 

Qur'an." 

It is evident from numerous 'ahadith' that there is no better means of seeking nearness to the presence of Allah 

than recitation of the Qur'an. Imam Ahmad ibn-e-Hambul (Rahmatullah alaih) says, " I saw Almighty Allah in a 

dream and asked Him what was the best means for seeking nearness to His presence. Allah said, "O, Ahmad! It is 

My Word (i.e. Qur'an).' I inquired whether it is only reading while understanding the meaning, or reading without 

understanding. Allah said 'Whether by understanding the meaning or without understanding, it is a means of 

nearness either way." 

That the reading of the Qur'an is the best means of getting access to Almighty Allah is explained in the 

commentary of Maulana Shah Abdul Aziz Dehlvi (Nawwar-Allaho Marqadahu), who is an authority for the 

prosperity. Its substance is that 'Suluk' ela-Allah' (the path of mystics towards Allah) which is also called 'Martabe 

ihsan' (stages in nearness towards Allah) can be attained in three ways: 

(1) 'Tasawwur', known as meditation in Shari'at and muraqabah in the terminology of mystics. 

(2) Remembrance of Allah by repeating words of praise for Him. 

(3) Reading of the Holy Qur'an. 

Since the first method is remembrance in the heart, so there remain in fact two ways only; first the remembrance 

by heart or by word of mouth, and secondly recitation of the Qur'an. The essence of 'Zikr' is that the word, which 

is used for or refers to Almighty Allah, should be repeated over and over again. This repetition helps 'mudrakah' 

(the faculty of understanding) in concentrating upon the person of the one being remembered. It would give rise 

to a feeling of immediate presence of that person. Constancy in this state is called 'ma 'iyat' (togetherness), which 

is referred to in the 'hadith' below: 

"My servant ceases not to seek nearness to Me through 'Nafle' (optional) salat, until I make him My favorite, and 

thus I become his ears wherewith he hears, his eyes wherewith he sees, and his hands wherewith he holds, and 

his feet wherewith he walks. 

It means that when a person, through excessive devotion becomes a favorite of Allah, Allah becomes a guardian 

of all the limbs of his body so that his eyes, ears, etc. all submit to His will. This blessing is said to be the result of 

constancy in 'Nafl salat', because 'Fard' (obligatory) salat are specified and do not admit of excess, while nearness 

and close attachment demand constancy and concentration, as mentioned above. 
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